
 
 

WAS Postgame (at Giants) Transcript: Head Coach Ron Rivera  
January 9, 2022 

  
Q: (Washington Wide Receiver) Terry (McLaurin) got 1,000 yards and (Washington Running Back) 
Antonio (Gibson) has 1,000 yards rushing, what does that mean to have guys set that milestone? 
A: Well, I think it’s really a good testament in terms of the physicality of your offensive line more so than 
anything else. I think that sets a really good tone and template for who we want to be as a football team going 
forward. You need to be able to run the ball and run it successfully throughout the season, but Antonio’s really 
good. He missed a game, so he was able to do it in 16 games and that was good. It was really good for him. It 
was kind of neat because you saw him in the locker room when we talked about it, how confident and 
comfortable he was with himself and just really how much that unit has stuck together and done that kind of a 
job as far as the blocking to get a guy to rush for 1,000 yards. 
  
Q: With Antonio when he has a game like this and you talk about confidence and comfortable, where do 
you see that specifically when he’s running the ball? 
A: Wanting the ball more, not wanting to come out and stuff like that. When you see a guy want to get up 
quickly and get back in the huddle, you can tell the guy has really got a little bit of a rhythm going and some 
confidence with that. 
  
Q: Any update on (Washington Safety) Kamren Curl? 
A: He took a shot to the knee, but it was more of just the contact and maybe a little bit of a hyperextension. But 
for the most part they brought him in, examined him, got an X-ray. The X-ray was fine, so we’re optimistic it 
was really just a bruise hopefully and a little bit of a strain if anything. 
  
Q: You’re able to win your last game of the year for the second year in a row, but how different does this 
feel compared to a year ago? 
A: Well, this was a little disappointing just because we had a tough stretch, and we couldn’t make hay during 
that tough stretch because if we had, we could be waiting to see what happens later on today and that’s 
unfortunate. The best thing about it though is the way the guys rallied around each other, came out and played 
for one another and really helped us set the tempo and the tone going into the offseason and going into next 
season. 
  
Q: Going back to Antonio too, because you want to build off of what he does, right? Was there a 
difference in his patience and decisiveness on some of his cuts today? 
A: Yes, I thought he made a couple of really nice decisions. Unfortunately, it was that last time he carried when 
he went to try to make that cut, if he doesn’t slip, he might get into the end zone. I think he’s really grown a lot. 
I think what (Washington Running Backs) Coach (Randy) Jordan and (Washington Assistant Running Backs) 
Coach (Jennifer) King have done with him this year in terms of his growth has been really good to see. It really 
has. 
  
Q: Obviously, earlier in the week (Giants Head Coach) Joe Judge made a couple comments about your 
organization, the fighting and all that. What’s your take? 
A: My take on that is that he didn’t know what our guys go through. To make a comment like that, that was 
unfair just because people understand that these guys have gone through an awful lot in a very short period of 
time – with the whole COVID outbreak, the situation like that, with the unfortunate accident, with the untimely 
death of a couple of other people. You’ve got to understand these young men are going through a tough time. 
  



Q: Did you talk to him after the game about that? 
A: It was fine. Absolutely fine. 
  
Q: When you talk about today, it’s a long season, guys played a pretty big schedule. Can you talk about 
the mentality to go from the beginning of the season and now? 
A: Well, you know the biggest thing learned more so than anything else is really just the resilience of these 
young men. Again, as I said, this is a very difficult time, not just for football players but for society itself. 
You’re going to have problems. You’re going to have issues and it’s just a matter of being able to rely and lean 
on one another and hopefully be able to come out on top. 
  
Q: You talk a lot about this season about if we don’t have the quarterback, we need to have the pieces in 
place. Did it teach you about any pieces that you did have or pieces that you may still need? 
A: Well, one thing we’ll take away from this most certainly is exactly what we saw with the offensive line. We 
feel really comfortable, really good about who that group is. That’s what precipitated us wanting to get 
(Washington Tackle Charles) Leno (Jr.) done as quickly as we could. We feel he’s a pretty good piece for us 
going forward. You like what you saw from the wide receivers. Terry McLaurin got his 1,000 yards back-to-
back, and I think the thing that that shows you is that if we get some guys back on the field, (Washington Wide 
Receiver) Curtis (Samuel) back out there next year, what that might be able to do for us. If we get (Washington 
Tight End) Logan (Thomas) back out there that might really help. And then when you look at some of the 
things we did defensively, you see those moments, especially during the stretch when we won four in a row. It 
shows you what we’re capable of. That’s what I’m going to take from all that stuff. 
  
Q: I know you made it clear earlier in the week that you intended to play to win this game. Was that 
ultimately why you decided to keep your starters in for the entirety of the game or was there something 
else you were kind of looking for? 
A: No, that’s why. We played to win and that was it. That will always be my approach. I’m not going to 
apologize for that. We’re going to do the best we can every time we get on that football field. 
  
Q: What’s next for you? Like after this game and this week? 
A: We’ll meet tomorrow with the guys and we’ll kind of talk to everybody and tell them exactly what we 
expect of them as we start going forward and getting ready for the next season. 
  
Q: Last January you spent a lot of time building your front office, what will not having to do something 
like that now allow you to do? 
A: Take a break, and then when we’re ready – already, the pieces are in place in terms of looking at the college 
players. We’re going to be very busy as a group going to the different college games in terms of the all-star 
games. We’ll have a presence at every one of them. When we start getting ready for the combine, we’ll have 
meetings in terms of all those things and be prepared for our guys, for our coaches. And then when we’re ready 
for free agency, we’ll be able to hit the ground running. All those things are in place. It’s been kind of neat the 
last few weeks that one of the things I’ve been doing as well because they’re in place is being able to sit down 
and meet and go through some of the personnel stuff. 
  
Q: No matter how a season ends, you know you’re never going to bring everybody back. What’s that like 
every time you go through this knowing that you have to possibly say goodbye to some guys? 
A: It’s tough because again, you really appreciate the effort that you get, and I mean that. I’m being very 
sincere, I really do. We had a lot of guys that came in the last few weeks. We plucked a couple guys off of 
some rosters and we’ll see how everything unfolds and see who does come back, because it’s tough. You can’t 
keep everybody and it’s hard. You want to keep as many of these guys as you can though. 
  
Q: Do you anticipate making any staff changes? 
A: No, I don’t anticipate doing anything other than the things that we need to do to go forward. 
  
  
  



 
 
  

WAS Postgame (at Giants) Transcripts: QB Taylor Heinicke  
January 9, 2022 

  
Q: You were able to get (Washington Wide Receiver) Terry McLaurin to 1,000 yards today. How 
important was that to get him there just for all he’s done this year? 
A: Yeah, we wanted to get him that. It’s a big accomplishment. It’s his third year and he’s got two of them 
already. It’s huge and it just shows. He’s gone through, what, seven, eight or nine quarterbacks, so it’s a 
testament to him, how hard he works and how good of a player he is. It was kind of a big emphasis this week. 
  
Q: Is this something you guys talk about pregame or did it just kind of happen? 
A: It kind of just happens, but at the same time we were kind of aware of it. I think that the first ball I threw to 
him or second ball when I kind of scrambled to the left and got it to him, I thought that’s what got it for him, 
but it might have been a different throw. But again, he made some big plays today. He got a big spray nine ball 
and again he’s just a great player for us. 
  
Q: You can’t pay attention to exactly how (Washington Running Back) Antonio Gibson is running, but 
do you feel a difference in him as a runner today compared to just the way he finished off today? 
A: He’s been running that way all year. He runs hard and again, it’s just a testament to our offensive linemen 
today. They were just getting those guys going and the holes were open. So it was really fun today handing the 
ball off and looking back and seeing those holes opening and seeing them hit it hard, so they did a great job. 
How many rushing yards did we have? Over 200? 
  
Q: He had 146. 
A: And then J Will (Washington Running Back Jonathan Williams) had about fifty, so yeah, it was cool 
watching those guys do their thing. 
  
Q: How did you feel out there? 
A: I felt good. Again, it felt like Week 18. Body’s hurting a little bit, so I’ll take this next month to rest up, but 
we did enough to win, so I’m just happy we got that win. 
  
Q: I realize the game is still fresh, but this season as a whole for where you were last year, what does it 
mean to even be at this point? 
A: Yeah, I think I hit on it this week with you guys—it’s been a dream come true. I’ve wanted to start in the 
NFL since I was, you know, five, six years old, since I started watching the game, so for this to happen it’s 
been a dream come true and hopefully I’ll get another opportunity whether it’s next year, the year after that, 
somewhere, I don’t care, I just want to keep playing ball. I can be starter, backup. I just want to be a part of a 
team and help that team in whatever way I can. 
  
Q: It’s literally one year to the day of the Tampa game when you got the start. Does that sort of sink in 
how far you’ve come since then? 
A: I didn’t realize it until you said it. Yeah, I’m sure on this plane ride back we’ll be having a couple of beers 
and reminisce on the year and everything we’ve been through and how proud we are of where we are today, but 
yeah, this time last year, this day it’s kind of what kick started this whole thing, so it’s kind of cool to look back 
on it, time to be proud of myself. There’s still lot to improve on, though, and hopefully we can get that done 
this offseason. 
  



Q: Since this stretch is over, was this last month even in hindsight maybe harder than when you look 
back on it, harder than you even thought when you were going through it?  
A: Yeah, you know when you’re going through a rough two, three, four game losing streak, it’s tough. Not just 
for quarterbacks, but the whole team. You’re just trying to figure out what’s going wrong, and we’ve been 
battling a lot of stuff. And that’s no excuse, but with COVID, injuries, off the field issues—whether its family 
passing away, stuff like that. We’ve gone through a lot, a lot of adversity and the thing I’m most proud about 
and what I’m sure all the coaches and players will tell you the same thing is that we didn’t stop fighting. The 
guys were there for each other. We kept on fighting and again, we were in the playoff race until last week, so 
there’s something to be proud of.  
  
Q: You talk about the offensive line, they’ve been down, downhill, gassed so it looks a lot easier for you 
to go through your progressions. Can you talk about that? 
A: Absolutely. They’ve done a great job all year and again, like today halfway through the game I almost 
stopped carrying out my run fakes because it was so fun just looking back and seeing those holes open, and 
seeing those guys go. Those guys, they work hard and they have a really good coach in (Washington Football 
Team Offensive Line Coach John) Matsko who really pushes them every day and they’ve been one of our 
strong points all year. 
  
Q: What do you see as the next step for you?   
A: Next season you said? 
  
Q: Yeah, just like the next step? 
A: It’s kind of out of my control now. Whatever happens, happens. Whether it’s draft, free agency or whatnot, 
but my biggest thing is just control what I can control. Go home, rest up, get healthy and try to get better for 
next year—whether it’s I’m starting or backing up or whatever. I just want to bring some value to whatever 
team, hopefully this team, and go from there, but I’m just happy to be in this league again and keep playing. 
  
Q: Is the uncertainty of this next step easier because of what you went through two years ago? 
A: Yeah, you’ve kind of been through it before so you kind of know what to expect, but I was at the lowest of 
lows so everything from here on out I feel like I’ve already kind of been through and I’ll be ready for it. But 
again, I’m enjoying this year, we’re going to enjoy the plane ride back and we’ll go from there. 
  
Q: I know you said you want to play in any capacity in any place, but do you feel like you proved what 
you wanted to in this season as a starter?  
A: You know I felt like there were a lot of good games up there, but there were also some bad games and you 
know being a first-year starter, there was a lot of things to learn from and I’ll go back and watch film and see 
what I need to improve on. I think the biggest thing is just making smarter decisions. All year you want to play 
like my personality, but the same time want to make smart decisions and I think that’s the biggest thing I need 
to improve. So yeah, I’ve learned a lot this year. I know what it takes to be a starter now and hopefully I just 
get another shot. 
  

  
WAS Postgame (at Giants) Select Quotes: LB Jamin Davis 

January 9, 2022 
  
Q: Can you take us through the hit you had on the 4th-down play? 
A: I was just simply doing my job. On that particular play, I was supposed to come off of the edge and I just so 
happened to notice that he [Giants WR Alex Bachman] was trying to come right off of there with a quick jet-
sweep and they tried to get a first down, so I might as well just shoot off of the edge and make a play. 
  
Q: Were you surprised that you weren’t blocked on that play? 
A: A little bit, yes. I was like ‘Hey, free play’. I’ll always take that. 
  
Q: Was it a nice note to end the season on? 



 
 
A: Definitely; it was definitely a good note to end the season on. Of course, it didn’t go the way we wanted it 
to, it didn’t go the way I wanted it to, but going forward, you always have to just use your mistakes as fertilizer 
and continue it to grow. That’s all you can do. 
  
Q: Is there anything you’ve seen on the tape the last few weeks or what the coaches have pointed out to 
you where you’re saying ‘Yeah, I am playing better now than I did a month ago or two months ago? 
A: Yes, definitely. It’s one of those things that you notice, such as mistakes that you were making early on 
throughout the season and knowing where you were supposed to be, and just trying to do what you can going 
forward to play a lot faster and just get comfortable within your own skin honestly. 
  
Q: What are some of those things that you feel like you’ve taken a step forward with? 
A: Off-the-bat, play recognition; just knowing where I’m supposed to be whether it’s in the run game or in 
coverage, and just knowing where I’m supposed to be in general and just being out there to just play fast and 
not have any second thoughts about where I am supposed to be. 
  

  
WAS Postgame (at Giants) Select Quotes: RB Antonio Gibson   

January 9, 2022 
  
Q: What does it mean to get 1,000 yards? 
A: Everything. It’s not easy. It took me to the last game to get there. It’s a blessing. I have some good people 
up front. I have good teammates. They didn’t come out here and be like ‘This is the last game.’ We kept 
fighting. We wanted to end it with a bang, and we played physical out there. 
  
Q: How much was the 1,000-yard milestone on your mind before the game? 
A: I knew I had to get it. I’m not going to sit here and lie. It was one of those games where I said ‘I’m going to 
come out here and rush hard, but at the same time, I’m not going to force it. If it happens, it happens. But I did 
have it in the back of my mind. I had my mind set to run hard today. 
  
Q: Did you know when you got it?  
A: Yes. I actually didn’t want to, so I could keep running. Going into halftime, I saw the 71 on the board right 
as I was going in. I said, ‘Alright I’m almost there.’ Then the last drive, I broke two 10-yard runs, and then 
after that third one, I knew I got it. 
  
Q: I know it’s been a tough year for you with missing games to injury, but how did you feel out there 
today? 
A: Still not 100 (percent), but I fought through it. I knew the goal I had in mind. I wanted to reach that, so I 
fought through it. But we have a long off-season, so I’ll be fine. 
  
Q: Ron (Rivera) was saying that he felt you were very confident and comfortable out there. Did you feel 
that way and how did that help you?  
A: Definitely. The patience was there today. That’s something coach said - that I lose a little bit of my patience. 
Last year, I was too patient and wasn’t hitting the right hole. This year, I was hitting the right hole and I wasn’t 
patient. So it’s kind of putting it all together, and it showed today. I felt like I showed the patience. I hit the 
hole hard. Got north and south. Not trying to run east and west and trying to make something happen that’s not 
there. I feel like it’s all coming together. 
  



  
  

WAS Postgame (at Giants) Select Quotes: WR Terry McLaurin 
January 9, 2022 

  
Q: 1,000 yards – what does it mean to you? 
A: It's a blessing to be able to do that just once in the NFL, let alone twice. I don't think I could really do that 
without the guys that are in the locker room, from the quarterbacks, to the O-line, to the other receivers. To be 
trusted to be the main guy is not as easy as it may sound, and you have to earn it every single day. That's been 
my mentality since I got drafted here, and I don’t think that’s going to change. I'm blessed to be healthy. I 
thank God for the opportunity to be in this situation to do this. (Wide Receivers Coach) Drew (Terrell) always 
says that the next hardest thing to do is to do it again and keep that consistency. I just want to be consistent, get 
better coming into next season, and see what happens. 
  
Q: Any thoughts on moving to safety after that hit there (laughs)? 
A: I had to take that back to my gunner days (laughs). When I saw the ball in the air and he didn't see me, it 
was a perfect time to make a good hit, so I always try to lay my hat in there any time I get the opportunity. 
  
Q: Did you know when you hit 1,000 yards? 
A: Yeah, I did. The guys were telling me all week, ‘We got to get you to 1,000, you got to get to 1,000.’ I'm not 
superstitious, but I didn't necessarily want to jinx it either. After the first drive, you got it, and it was cool. I 
mean, that means a lot to me that so many guys wanted me to get that milestone and the accolade. I feel like it 
says a lot about the trust they have in me and just the way they support me, so I really appreciated that. 
  
Q: How nice was it to have that 17th game because you were pretty close last week? 
A: Yeah, I mean, shout out to the 17th game, right (laughs). You’ve just got be able to be prepared to play all of 
them, and that's probably one of the most proud things that I have going into this offseason. Not only have I 
played in all the games, I'm playing north of 80 snaps. I remember when Coach Rivera and the staff got here, 
they said, ‘If you want to be the main guy in this offense, you have to be able to do that and carry the load.’ 
Hats off to our training staff and our strength staff too, they kind of keep me right during the season, and the 
people outside the building who also helped me keep my body right throughout the season. 
  

  
WAS Postgame (at Giants) Select Quotes: S Bobby McCain 

January 9, 2022 
  
Q: Two interceptions today; what did it mean to end the season like that? 
A: That’s big, man. Going into the last game, you know that you’re not playing for a playoff spot and just 
coming out playing with pride and playing just together as a team. We know that this is the last time that this 
team will be together, and it’s big to end on a high note and end it especially on a win. 
  
Q: I don’t know what you thought your role would be necessarily when you arrived, based on how you 
were then and how does it feel to be kind of in that starting role throughout the year? 
A: Just playing football, man. Honestly, I’ve been doing this my whole life [playing football], so this isn’t all 
that new. It’s just playing football, coming into a new team, and this is my first time being on a new team, so 
the art of not knowing was there. We finally came into our own and just earning a spot and playing with the 
guys, playing with #31 [Washington S Kamren Curl] and #26 [Washington S Landon Collins], those two guys 
are incredible. Us three together, like we said earlier, that trio is tough to beat. We didn’t have our best day 
sometimes, but we stuck together and we just rocked out. 
  
Q: Bobby, Charles [Washington Tackle Charles Leno Jr.] Leno just signed an extension the other day 
and your name was kind of brought up as someone who might be next, do you want to sign an extension 
here? Is that a possibility?  



 
 
A: Yes, of course, I’d love to stay with Washington, but we’ll see how it goes, and like I said, I’d love to be 
here in Washington, I really like the coaches here, the players here, and all of the guys, but business is business. 
Everybody understands that and teams don’t stay the same, so I’m just putting it all up to God now. I want to 
be here. 
  
Q: Are you close on an extension at all [with Washington]? 
A: No. we’re just going to wait, wait it out, and see what happens. 
  
Q: The Giants coach [Giants Head Coach Joe Judge] had some pointed comments about your guys’ team 
this week. How much was that on your mind today? 
A: I wasn’t thinking about that at all. We just thought about going out there and finishing strong. We were just 
trying to come out and have a good game and end [the season] with a divisional win. We weren’t worried about 
all of this stuff that was said. I wasn’t even thinking about it; we were just playing football. 
  

 


