
 

 

Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera  
 

On starting fast but not being able to finish: 

“The biggest thing more so than anything else was we'd have a negative play somewhere along the 

line. A couple times we started drives on the first play, we'd give up a play and instead of being second-and-

six or something like that, we'd be in second and 12, 14, 15. Can't do that.” 

  

On the importance of winning division games:   

“It's very important just because they're in our division. They’re who we play and that's something that we 

got to work towards and focus on.” 

  

On if this game in particular is like a microcosm of the season:  

“Pretty much so. The biggest thing that I really appreciate is the guys played hard and they gave themselves 

a chance at the end. That's all you can ask for.” 

  

On how he felt the team responded to the loss from last week: 

“I was pleased with their effort. I really was. I thought they were able to handle some things pretty good this 

past week. I thought they practiced well on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. They did the things that they 

needed to. I like what we were doing on offensive and defense, just unfortunately there were a couple plays 

that we didn't make, a couple plays we allowed to happen and those were really the difference. The hard part 

is you kick field goals, and you're not going to win a lot of games kicking too many field goals when you 

have an opportunity to score touchdowns.” 

  

On TE Ricky Seals-Jones:  

“Yeah, Ricky for the most part, I don't want to underscore it, but he's fine. He’s stable, he’s fine. They 

checked him, some of the stuff they did was out of abundance of caution just to make sure. They are going 

to continue to keep an eye on him; but for now, he looks to be pretty good.”  

  

On if Seal-Jones was with the team postgame: 

“I don’t know, I wasn't looking for anybody. He was in at halftime. We did see him, he was up and around 

walking around at halftime.”  

  

On what he saw on the last play:   

“Well, I thought the guy undercut him a little too early for it to be a fair tripping call, but that's my 

opinion because I wanted the flag, obviously.” 

  

On RB Jaret Patterson:   

“I thought he did a nice job. I think Jaret is one of those young guys that the more experience he gets, the 

more opportunities he gets, the better he is going to be. He’s a young dynamic player 

that definitely could fit a role for you. He gives you everything you got, and I thought he did a nice job. I 

really did.” 

  

On QB Taylor Heinicke:   

“I thought Taylor was solid, sound, made good decisions. He got careless on that one penalty. 

Thank goodness there was a penalty. You’d like to see him just go ahead and throw it away at that 

point. But I thought he did some good things. I thought he gave us a chance. Unfortunately like I said, there 



 

 

were just a couple plays that we as a team just didn't make.” 

  

On using LB David Mayo more:   

“Well, I thought some of the things that David did last week just kind of showed what he's capable of 

and what it also did was it took a little bit of pressure off of Cole [Holcomb]. David's a pure mike, so we put 

David in that role and we were able to use Cole in more of a what we call a dime position – the weak side 

inside linebacker of a nickel package. Thought that that combination looked pretty good, pretty stout.” 

 

On LB Jamin Davis:  

“Not necessarily. Again, he's a rookie. I know he is the first-round pick, but he is still a rookie no matter how 

you look at it. These young guys, they show you what they can do and they're going to make mistakes, but 

there's growth and that's the most important thing. It’s like [WR] Dyami [Brown]. Probably since Dyami 

started playing special teams, he's turned it into a little more confident player. He made a big tackle on the 

kickoff for us in coverage, he made a big catch. He shows you what he is capable of doing. As these young 

guys get more and more opportunities, they show you what they can do. There's promise and that's the 

biggest thing for us.” 

  

On his takeaways from the team at this point in the season: 

“What I take away is hopefully we're developing the character that you got to deal when you have these 

types of situations, circumstances. The most important thing is how we finish. We got one more game left to 

go and hope we show up, we do the things that we're supposed to Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and we go 

from there and see how we are. That's probably the most important thing. It's that old saying, you get 

knocked down, well it's how you get up that's important so we’ll see.”  

  

On if he thinks his team showed growth as the season went on: 

“Well, I think we have moments. I really do. I think we still have ways a way to grow though. It's one of 

those things we will continue to grow, but we showed what we are capable of. We showed some resilience at 

times, and then sometimes it was overwhelming. I think that's a good word for the last couple of weeks for 

these guys. It was overwhelming on them. And as I said last week, these are young men that had to deal with 

an awful lot. I think this is something that we'll grow from, we'll learn from, and hopefully next week we’ll 

come out and we’ll play to our abilities.” 

  

On going for it on fourth and four: 

“We got a little momentum going and wanted to see if we can capitalize that and keep it going is what we 

were hoping to do. I thought we'd be able to stop them defensively and force the punt. Having the timeouts at 

the time, still having three, I thought we would be able to move down and put ourselves in position.”   

  

On what he thought of the play call on the fourth and four: 

“Well on that, it's an option. We like the matchup on it, but the receiver has got to push a little bit deeper 

and that gives you a clear-cut opportunity and the route was just a little bit short.”  

  

On TE John Bates:  

“I think the biggest thing he's shown is that he is a versatile guy. He’s a solid blocking tight end, he really is. 

Then at the same time, he has this little knack for kind of creating a little separation and 

putting himself in position to make the catch.  I thought that last play was pretty indicative of it. Again, 

the guy undercut like that and trips him up and it's unfortunate.” 

 

QB Taylor Heinicke 
 

On starting off strong:   

“We just couldn't get things rolling in the third quarter. When they get the ball first and they go down for 



 

 

seven and a half minutes, defense is tired. And then it's tough when you have almost a three and out and the 

defense is right back on the field. It's tough on them. The third quarter we had the ball for like what maybe 

45 seconds, so it was tough. The fourth quarter, we started to get things going, get a couple first downs. We 

had a chance there at the end. Unfortunately, I thought it should have been called, but that's football. That 

safety (Eagles S Rodney McLeod) made a hell of a play. Great catch. Just unfortunate.”  

 

On the fourth and five throw to WR Dax Milne: 

“So we had a play where we have a little motion and every time we have a little motion, that's usually the 

side we go to. So we thought we would kind of trick him and go to the other side and they played it well. He 

had the option of breaking in or breaking out. He didn't. The guy kind of took the inside out away and so he 

had to go outside and defense just made him a good play. I could probably have thrown him a better ball, put 

it up in the eyes, give him a chance. But I thought defense did good on that play.”  

 

On the last play of the game:   

“On the last play, we had four verts from a three by one. We had the back kind of free releasing and running 

the wide route. What we wanted was we wanted that safety to come down and take the back, so then we have 

a nice area over there. Cool. They kind of did the opposite where the safety came down strong and safety 

rotated. The linebacker took the running back on the wide route and I just saw a big area. And once I saw 

John Bates get on top of that guy, I knew I had an area to throw to him a high ball and let him go get it. And 

again, looking at it, I thought that was probably one of the best crossing nines I've ever thrown. I think if he 

doesn't trip, he catches that thing – a touchdown. Again, when the time's going down, you can't take a sack, 

you just gotta try and make a play. It was unfortunate.” 

 

On what the team has been through in the last month:   

“I mean between COVID, injuries, things happening off the field with players’ families and stuff, it's been 

rough. It's been a rough stretch, but guys have battled. You see us fighting out there, just come up a little 

short every time. It was our second four game losing streak, last thing we wanna do is make a five in the 

season like that. We have a big game next week against the Giants rivalry and the guys will be excited to go 

up there and play.” 

 

On what he thought of RB Jaret Patterson: 

“He performed great. Again, he's making huge strides all year. When you see him do the things that he's 

doing, it's really cool especially because a lot of guys are just writing him off because he's so small. But you 

see how tough he is and he's a good football player. So hopefully he just keeps progressing.” 
 

On how this team compares to others in the division: 

“I mean, you know, obviously we got spanked by Dallas a couple times. But between the other two teams, I 

feel like we're just as good or not better. And I think all the guys in the locker room will tell you the same 

thing. So it's just unfortunate. It's a game of football. Some things go your way, some things don't. But again 

we just keep fighting.“ 

 

On how TE Ricky Seals-Jones in doing after his injury: 

“I saw him out in the field before they came out and saw him and the good thing is he was moving his arms 

and legs and that's what you want to see. Supposedly he had a little tingle in his fingers, so they are pretty 

cautious about that. But hopefully everything everything's all right.” 

 

On his interception that was called back in the first quarter: 

“That was awful. We ran four verts with the little shallow underneath, and I didn't see anyone open and yeah, 

it's just one of those deals where I'm just trying to make something happen and that we've talked about this 

throughout the year. There's that thing where you want to be aggressive and make plays, but you also have to 



 

 

be smart about it. And that was the one that you're not smart about it kind of just throw that ball away, live to 

see another day, and I got bailed out.” 

 

On what TE John Bates has done for the team with TE Logan Thomas being out: 

“You see him throughout the year, he just keeps getting better. And we kind of thought we would bring him 

in just be a blocking tight end and he does that great. But you know, the more practice he gets at running 

routes and catching the ball, it's really impressive especially when the ball's in his hands, it's hard to bring 

him down. So he's been a bright spot these past several weeks and we're excited about his future as well.” 

 

On if there was more of an effort to get WR Terry McLaurin the ball: 

“We try to get Terry the ball every week. I thought we kind of put him in different spots today and has some 

different plays. And when you throw a couple wrinkles in there that the other team hasn't seen it's tough for 

them. So again, I thought it was a good job getting him the ball a lot. You see when the ball's in his hands, 

big things can happen.” 

 

WR Terry McLaurin 
 

On missing the playoffs and losing the last four games: 

“That’s the goal when you put on the pads in the beginning of the season is to have a chance to make the 

playoffs, win the division, make the playoffs and try to make a run at the super bowl. To know we’re not 

going to be able to that this year is disappointing especially off the year we had last year, we felt like we 

were going to try and take some momentum into this year, but with the NFL everything is earned week in 

and week out. I feel like we went on a stretch run where we won that stretch of games and then we got into 

the division and just didn’t get it done and that could make or break your season and it kind of broke ours. so 

we have an opportunity to try and finish this season off on the right foot, with a win, against a Giants team 

who I feel like is not going to let us have anything. And that’s just got to be our mindset to get into New 

York this weekend and finish this season with some type of positive.”  

 

On player losses or bad execution being more significant in the last month’s stretch of games: 

“I think it’s a little bit of both. We have gone through some adversity with covid and personal tragedies that 

are going on with our brothers and adversity we’ve had throughout the whole season. I don’t think anyone 

would say that’s why we didn’t get it done; we just didn’t get it done. Every team is dealing with something 

during this part of the season, injuries, COVID, so by no stretch of the imagination do I want that to be out 

there that it was an excuse or crutch, we just didn’t get the job done.” 

 

On if this season was a step back:  

“I want to let the season finish and reflect after that. I don’t want to say anything to prematurely, we didn’t 

win the division or make the playoffs, that’s not the greatest thing. But I feel like a lot of the guys stepped up 

for us and made plays when they had to make plays and guys stepped up when we had adversities when guys 

are out, guys are down. It’s hard to comment on the whole season and say whether it as a step-forward or 

step-back, whatever it is. We’re going to try and finish strong and evaluate after that.” 

 

On what was working on offense better in the first half: 

“We came out really strong mixing with the run and the pass. They were playing pretty aggressive early and 

when we started making plays down the field it seemed like in the second half, their front was still getting 

pressure, but it seemed like they were playing softer coverage which makes it seem like they wanted us to 

take the underneath and keep a consistent drive going throughout the whole second half. I felt like we were 

moving the ball great it’s just when we moved the ball down into the red zone when we needed touchdowns, 

we weren’t getting touchdowns. So you got to credit their defense, they may have bent but they didn’t break 

whenever we got down there and we made some plays and they made some plays as well. We had 

opportunities to win at the end of the day and we just didn’t make those plays. I think it was a combination 



 

 

of coming out really strong and executing at a high level and we didn’t sustain the drive necessary to keep 

that going in the second half.”  

 

On things that helped him be more productive than the last few games: 

“I had some opportunities when we knew they were playing softer coverage, I had some bracket coverage 

too, we were just trying to get the ball in my hands on the underneath routes and let me run and make a play 

and I felt like that was just different.”  

 

RB Jaret Patterson 
 

On what happened after the quick start for the offense: 

“We didn’t keep our foot on the gas. We got off to a fast start, but we must learn how to finish. That’s the 

name of the game. You have to start strong and finish strong”. 

 

On getting his first touchdown at FedExField:  

“It was cool, but I am a guy that cares about winning. I am a competitor and I love winning. I could care 

lesse about the stats; I just want to get in that win column.” 

 

On what changed from being able to move the ball in the first half compared to the second: 

“They jumped in a solid front and had a short edge. They knew we were trying to run the ball, but we just 

didn’t finish and like I said, we did not keep our foot on the gas. We had chances even with the late drive to 

win the game. We just have to finish and thats really it.” 

 

On how he assessed his performance today: 

“It was good, but I had somethings that I can do better, but that’s just me. The great ones keep getting better 

whether it is good or bad. I’m the guy that likes to improve in all areas of the game and keep learning. You 

can’t get satisfied in this game.” 

 

On getting a higher number of reps: 

It was good getting my feet wet. It was good getting into a rhythm. Any back can say when you get more 

carries you get into a rhythm as the game goes on, so it felt good. I will have to do a little more next time.” 

 

On being a part of the team through all the seasons ups and downs: 

“To me it means a lot. I am grateful to be here. Growing up around the area and watching this team, I believe 

in this organization with my whole heart. I feel like this can be a successful organization. It’s been a lot, but 

that is just our reality. We just have to focus in and lean on our teammates and our Washington family.” 

 

On if there are things that can be built on going into the offseason: 

“I think so. There are definitely things to build on. I wanted to experience that first year going into the 

playoffs of course, but it’s how you respond. You can’t dwell in negativity you just got to be positive and 

have to keep getting better every day.” 

 

On being an undrafted free agent to becoming the starting running back in the NFL: 

“Its special. It just helps my mentality. It is a slow grind, and you must have that 1% getting better every day. 

It helps me to keep going. I want to be an inspiration to a guy that goes undrafted, you can do it. It is a lot 

being a hometown kid and I just believe in this organization, the coaching staff, and I believe we are going in 

the right direction, and I believe that with my whole heart.” 

 

On things he could have improved on: 



 

 

“I feel like I could have pressed better on the run and just making more plays. I pride myself on being a 

playmaker, I want to be a playmaker in this league. So just when I get the opportunity just make more plays 

so I can help the team.” 

 

DT Jonathan Allen 
 

On losing four division games in a row: 

“Frustrating. We didn’t execute, we didn’t finish the game like we needed to and we lost.”  

 

On the two 4th-and-goal touchdowns: 

“Gotta get off the field. That’s the difference in the game.”  

 

On how it feels to miss the playoffs: 

“Exactly how you think it is.”   

 

On how much success he felt the team had with containing Philadelphia Eagles QB Jalen Hurts: 

“I think we did a good job of that, but not enough to win the game and that’s all that matters.”  

 

 On what he thought about the linebacker rotation:  

“That’s behind me. I have to focus to make their jobs easier. You’d have to ask them.”  

 

 On how he felt they stopped the run late in the game: 

“We just do what we do. We just needed to do it better. There’s no secret formula to stopping the run. Put up 

or shut up. We did it better than last week but not enough to win the game.” 

 

LB Cole Holcomb 

 
On where the team goes from here after missing the playoffs: 

"Come to work tomorrow. That's about it. Another day." 

 

On how he felt the defense contained Philadelphia QB Jalen Hurts: 

"I'll have to watch the film. Gotta take a look at it." 

 

On the last month with COVID-19, injuries and off the field tragedies: 

"We're gonna go back and we're gonna evaluate. It's plain and simple. Did we get the job done or not? It 

doesn't matter who's playing. If a guy had a job to do, did he get it done or not? It is plain and simple." 

 

On LB David Mayo getting more playing time in this game: 

"I love playing with [LB] David Mayo. He's a film guy. He's a very vocal guy. He's a vet who has seen a lot 

of football and it was nice having a couple times where he was able to give me a tip, help me out, and had 

extra communication. I mean, [LB] Jamin [Davis] is coming along and he's learning how to communicate. I 

remember my rookie year, I wasn't a very vocal person because sometimes you're not sure. Even this year 

getting more, it's taken me a while to like trust what I'm seeing because sometimes it's like, 'Okay, I see this. 

I have an idea of it, but I don't wanna tell everybody because if I'm wrong, I got everybody playing for a 

certain play and it's wrong. But, it takes a lot to be able to be confident and be like, 'Hey, this is coming.' And 

a lot of times he was right, so it helped out a lot." 

 

On the importance of finishing off the season with a win: 

"You're gonna go a whole offseason. You don't wanna go the whole offseason with a bad taste in your 

mouth. So, we wanna finish it on a strong note and finish it feeling good going into next year." 



 

 

 

On how he builds that confidence to recognize plays quicker: 

"Just trust in it. I mean the more and more reps you get, the more and more film you watch, you know teams 

are gonna do what they do. Sometimes you just don't second guess yourself. You know what I'm saying? 

Like, if you're wrong, you're wrong. It's no big deal. We'll play another down." 

 

On if he feels like he has made progress this season: 

"Absolutely." 

 

On where he feels this team fits into the division right now: 

"I mean, I feel like the sky's the limit for this team. I think we gotta start faster in the beginning of the season 

and then get some pieces back. We're missing a lot of pieces. There were a lot of injuries on this team, guys 

dealing with a lot of personal issues. I feel like we just gotta build some depth and get our guys back." 

 

On the team being on the same page earlier in the season and on some of the depth pieces stepping up 

late in the season: 

"Yeah, I think the guys did a tremendous job of filling in those roles and being able to not have any drop off 

in that aspect. I felt like we knew what they were doing most of the game. We just gotta tighten some things 

up and make a little more plays." 

 

S Kam Curl 

 
On giving up two touchdowns on fourth-and-goal: 

"We just gotta get off the field at that time to give our offense a chance. We just gotta somehow make a play 

and get off the field."  

 

On how tough this final stretch has been this season with COVID-19 issues, injuries and off the field 

tragedies: 

"I feel like we did our best. When we come in the building, just focusing on football, you know what I'm 

saying? But I mean, it's noticeable when you got guys like that, who are not in the locker room, in the 

facility. But I feel like we did our best just focusing on football. I felt like we had a good week of practice." 

 

On how disappointing it was for all of the off the field issues to come up when the team finally got back 

to 6-6: 

"I mean, it's disappointing. This league is about winning. So whenever you lose, it's disappointing. But, we 

can't go back and change it, so we've just gotta keep moving forward." 

 

On the challenges of facing a duel threat quarterback like Philadelphia QB Jalen Hurts: 

"I mean, any dual threat quarterback it's gonna make it hard. Any scramble drill, just being able to plaster the 

receivers. We just gotta try to do our best to do that." 

 

On what he thought about the linebacker rotations: 

"I mean, it was just different packages. Different packages for different players, so that's all it is." 

 

Philadelphia Eagles Head Coach Nick Sirianni 
 

On being aggressive on fourth down: 

“Every game is going to be played a little different depending on who you are playing. Right there in that 

game, I thought [Washington QB Taylor] Heinicke started off hot. And I know I’m going to get some 

questions about how the defense started. Did you see some of the throws Heinicke was making early in that 



 

 

game, getting away from the pressure that we were getting? The guy was playing good, so I felt like in those 

scenarios, we had to be aggressive. I’m always going to look at the chart, see what it says and then I’m going 

to make a decision based on what I think is necessary for that game. That’s why we did what we did today 

with some of those fourth downs down in the redzone. Great job to our offensive line to be able to run it in 

and our backs and our quarterback and the tight ends and the receivers, everybody involved to make my 

decision. That’s awesome team football.”  

 

On what it means to come out of this season with a winning record: 

“Again, we’re taking each week week-by-week. When you’re 2-5, if you look at how you’re going to get 

four wins in a row or whatever it is or how you’re going to get back to 9-7, that looks really tall. That 

mountain looks really tall to climb. But when you focus on one day, one meeting, one walkthrough, one 

practice at a time, it becomes way more manageable. And that’s all we tried to do. I’m obviously pleased 

with the situation we’re in right now controlling our own destiny. I’m really pleased with the way we 

responded in today’s game. I’m thankful to this team and the guys we have on this team that fought through 

hard times. What I felt on the sideline today was this calmness. There was a calmness throughout the entire 

game. We’ve had more double-digit wins. I think we’ve only had one game that was not a double-digit win – 

correct me if I’m wrong – against Carolina. But that whole game, there was just this calmness from our 

leaders on the team that reflected to everybody else. Fletch [Fletcher Cox], Rodney McLeod, Jason Kelce, 

Jalen Hurts. Jalen was so calm throughout the entire game. That’s what you do when you take things little by 

little. When you’re down two scores at the end of the first half, you’re not going to get it all with one drive. 

You’re going to go down there and make it a tighter game with the drive, but you can’t get all your points 

back. Just like you can’t get your wins back when you start low. It’s just us recovering from the 2-5 to where 

we are now, it prepares you for games like this where you’re in a hole and you’ve got to chip away at it. 

That’s what our guys did today.”  

 

On if the calmness today was a reflection on QB Jalen Hurts: 

“I think that is definitely a reflection of how the quarterback is and how he was all day today and how he is 

in general. And the leaders on our time like I said. All the guys, Alex Singleton, Fletcher Cox, Rodney 

McLeod and Jason Kelce and Lane Johnson. Those guys are calm. They’ve been in these situations before. 

What a great resource to have those guys to not only make the plays that they made throughout the entire 

game but have that veteran leadership like we have. Like you said, it starts with Jalen as one of our captains. 

You know, Darius Slay, who’s not a captain but shows that confidence and calmness throughout an entire 

game. T.J. Edwards. We’ve just got some great guys on this team that know what it is to put their head down 

and work, whether things are going good or things are going bad.”  

 

On S Rodney McLeod’s interception: 

“I didn't get a great look at it and they weren't showing it up on the scoreboard. Shoot in that scenario and 

when Rodney coming off and standing on the bench and hyping up the crowd, that told me everything I 

needed to know. And then I just wanted to give him a hug and tell him thanks for the whole entire team. That 

was just an unbelievable play, great coverage by I think it was Anthony Harris on the play to be right there in 

the guy's hip and to have Heinicke sail that just a little bit where Rodney can make the play. So great play. 

Again, like I said, I didn't see it. I'm getting word from above, from the guys upstairs telling me that they 

think that his hands are under it. Then the referees do a good job of communicating that with me as well.” 

 

On the decision-making process when going for it on fourth down: 

“When you get into that four down territory potential, when there's potential to go for it on fourth down, 

you're talking on first down, right? You never in anything you do in this game, you don't want it to be split 

decision really. Right. We don't just make a split decision on third down ever. With the play we're gonna 

call, it's detailed out. We talked about it the whole week, and then we talk about it in between series. Same 

thing with red zone. And that's the same thing you get when you're deciding to go for it on fourth down 

because you want gonna be able to play third down and second down and first down knowing what you have 



 

 

to get to or what you go for it with. And so that's something I get great communication upstairs of what the 

chart is saying. Again, it's ultimately, me to make the decision. I lean on our guys a lot. I lean on [Pass Game 

Coordinator] Kevin Patullo a lot to talk through some things and [Offensive Coordinator] Shane [Steichen] 

are great resources to have. And [Quarterbacks Coach] Brian Johnson, [Tight Ends Coach] Jason Michael, 

all those guys, Jim Bob. There’s just a lot of good voices I have to bounce things through. There are some 

conversations on second down if we get to fourth and two, are we going for it? Yeah, okay so let’s have a 

fourth and tow call ready. You just don’t want to make those snap decisions. I’m not saying they don’t 

happen. You just want to think through those things just like we do in everything else. Just like we want our 

players to do, we want to be an example for that as well. Those are talked about early in the drive, pretty 

much on first down once you get into those moments where you’re contemplating going for it on fourth 

down.” 

 

On QB Jalen Hurts running the ball: 

“Jalen awesome today. We all know he is dealing with an ankle injury and fighting through it. He's tough. 

This guy is so tough. I mean, just to see it every day. I love seeing that every day. I've said this plenty of 

times, high character, physical, tough, smart guys are gonna reach their ceiling. This guy is so tough. He 

looked at me at one point in this game and said, obviously the whole game was tight, so tight part of this 

game, he looked at me and said, whatever, you gotta call, call and I'll make it work. What he was saying to 

me was run, pass, quarterback, run, quarterback read. Whatever you call, I know how much this game means 

to our team, I'll make it work. And that, gosh, the calmness, the confidence, that installs calmness and 

confidence in everybody. And so again, I can't say enough for him as a leader, can't say enough for him as a 

competitor, can't say enough about his toughness. I hope everyone knows when I give a player the 

compliment of being a tough player from me, that's the best compliment that I can give.  I just think so much 

of our players that are tough. We got a lot of tough guys on this football team. That's who I think we are as a 

football team and Jalen Hurts is the epitome of that.” 

 

On the win: 

“Yeah, this game's so emotional. You have to fight back in tight games like that. You gotta fight back tears 

of joy. It's just such an emotional game. That's why we all love this game so much. There's so many ups 

downs. It's so lifelike and there's so many ups and downs throughout the game and the excitement and the 

joy when something like that happens when you can win with I guess you say a walk off interception. I 

mean, it is pretty special to be a part of.” 

 

On punting on fourth and four and calling a timeout on third and one: 

“Bo, I'm not gonna tell you what the chart says. I should have ended it right there. No, I'm kidding (laughs). I 

wanted to punt in that scenario. I wanted them to make them go the long way. Third and one, I was confident 

that our defense was gonna stop them there and we were gonna get the ball back and be able to make it a 

three-point game. We didn't. Sometimes that decision works, sometimes it doesn't. Shoot just like the field 

goal. I mean, I call the time out before the field goal, the guy missed it. You're like, oh man, he missed this 

one and he got a practice one. He made the next one. I try to put myself in those scenarios before they 

happen. We try to do that as much as we can as a staff before they happen. Sometimes they work and 

sometimes they don't, but I'm never gonna second guess myself when I feel confident in something. I felt 

confident in both those things.” 

 

Philadelphia Eagles QB Jalen Hurts 
 

On what happened postgame with the railing collapsing: 

“I’m just happy everybody is safe from it. It is crazy. It is crazy stuff right there. That was a really dangerous 

situation. I’m just so happy that everybody bounced back from it. Passionate Eagles fans. I love it.” 

 

On how he got the team through the 2-5 start: 



 

 

“I think you all know the answer to this question. I come up here and say the same things to every question 

you guys ask. I say the same things. I talk about our process and the importance of that. I talk about the core 

values that Coach [Sirianni] brought in here and how he has kind of kept consistent with preaching those 

things. We’ve connected, we’ve communicated, we’ve grown, we’ve put the work in and we’ve just grown 

one percent better every day. That has been our goal. That has been our true identity. That has been who we 

are. With all the youth, with all the inexperience from coaching to players. We just bought in to who we are, 

bought in to what we could be and trusted in the grind in approaching every day the way we do. In a game 

like this to be able to persevere and show straight grit in tough moments in the football game, we found a 

way to win today. I couldn’t be more proud of this team. 

 

On if Coach Sirianni changed his playcalling after speaking with him on the sideline: 

“Yeah.” 

 

On what he thought of Sirianni’s decision to go for it on fourth down twice: 

“It turned out to play a pivotal role in the football game. Obviously we didn’t get the first fourth down 

conversion in the game. His trust in us to go out and get it done. We executed very well on the first one 

inside the five. The second one kind of got stepped on a bit, but was able to get that ball out to him and [RB] 

Boston [Scott] did the rest. But it is a testament to the preparation that we put in and trusting in that. Push 

comes to shove, if it goes south and it doesn’t look to good, we know that we all put our best foot forward in 

preparing for it and we all trusted each other to execute it. It’s all about learning from it.” 

 

On what allows him to be so calm in a big games: 

“Just go out there and be myself. Not the box that everybody tries to place me in or place this team in. I go 

out there and be Jalen Hurts and I try to be the best version of myself every day. I embrace all the different 

things around me. I know I have a great set of teammates and a great set of coaches around me and they 

support me. I support them just as much and I know to come out and win games like this it is a total team 

effort. If we keep on learning, keep on growing, keep on doing the things we need to do, who knows how it 

could end.” 

 

On what he saw from the Washington defense that allowed them to have success in the passing game: 

“I give a lot of credit to my good friends up front from Alabama and their D-line group. They did a hell of a 

job putting pressure on the quarterback and getting back there and kind of making me move around a little 

bit. But, given any situation you just want to try and stay calm and take what they give you and go out there 

and play your game.” 

 

On what his emotions were when they sealed the game with the interception: 

“It felt great and it felt great to see [S Rodney McLeod] catch that ball the way he caught that ball. In a 

situation like that I’m the type of guy that you would love to be on the field to end it and have it in your 

hands. But, the trust we have in our defense and their ability to step up and make a play, it’s never feathered. 

But, to see Rodney make the catch he made in the situation coming off the deep safety, the quarterback 

throws it a little high and to make a diving catch and catch it with straight hands as a safety, I have a lot of 

respect for him. I was so excited for him to make a big time play like that. Probably one of the best catches 

of the year for this team.” 

 

On the 3rd-and-14 completion to WR Greg Ward: 

“I’ve got to operate a little faster in and out of the huddle, especially on third downs because you can expect 

a whole bunch of looks. What actually happened on that play was I didn’t get the play. I thought I heard what 

he said, but I kind of pulled one out of my hat. G-Ward made a hell of a play on the scramble drill adjusting 

to catch the ball and moving the chains.” 

 

On how much he is enjoying what he has accomplished this season: 



 

 

“I’ve always had the approach of enjoying it when it’s done. I’ll let everyone else reflect on how far we’ve 

come as a football team. I’ll let you guys talk about that. I’ll prepare myself for these questions as they 

continue to come in. But for me, the job is not done for us. It is not done, so we’re not done yet.” 

 

On RB Boston Scott’s performance: 

“Boston has been a warrior all year. He has been a warrior all year. He has stayed diligent knowing his role 

has changed throughout the season from years prior and he stuck with it. He has been the ultimate team 

player, has played his butt off on special teams and doing the things he needs to do for the team. The type of 

guy Boston Scott is, the Boston Scott I know is the Boston Scott who would drive from Louisiana where he 

is from, come to Houston like four hours away and come throw with me in a little neighborhood where I live 

on this field. Coming to get the work in because he’s so hungry and wanted to get the work in and wanted to 

get better. The Boston Scott I know is that just got into town and I tell him that I workout at five in the 

morning and if he wants to throw then we’re going to throw at the field at five [in the morning] and he is 

there. He is there early and ready to go. The desire and the want to and obviously for him to step up in a big 

time way is big. A lot of respect for him. I’m happy for him.” 

 

Philadelphia Eagles TE Dallas Goedert 
 

On the two decisions to go for it on fourth down: 

“It just shows how much faith the coaches have in us. Anytime we are going to go for it, we feel like we 

have a good play against the defense we anticipate they will play. It is a good feeling when the coaches have 

faith in the entire offense that they are willing to go for it on fourth down. We take pride in that and we want 

to get it on fourth downs and I don’t think we were perfect today; we missed the first one but we came back 

and got one in the endzone and anytime we can get points its huge.” 

 

On what was your blocking responsibility on the first RB Boston Scott touchdown: 

“The offensive line had a great push and he followed [C] Jason Kelce right in. I started to the left and went 

back to the right to block the right defensive end. Like I said the offensive line had a great push and I saw 

Boston Scott laying on top of Kelce in the endzone, so I am assuming Kelce did his job and mauled someone 

like he usually does.” 

 

On what makes RB Boston Scott so good at the goal line: 

“I feel like there are a lot of different things. He is compact, he hits the hole hard, he can move laterally, and 

he sees the hole. Anytime you have a big offensive line like ours and Boston is back there, it is hard for the 

defense to see what hole he is hitting. He is just a good all-around back and he had a big game today and 

came through for us twice in the redzone and a couple other big runs. Any time he gets the ball in his hands 

he is a dangerous runner.” 

 

On what Head Coach Nick Sirianni is telling them at halftime to get them to going in the second half: 

“We haven’t been starting the way that we want to. The first possession we had offensively we moved the 

ball and went for it on fourth and didn’t get it. That’s the thing we need to start faster in the first half. But 

coming out of half time I don’t think there is a team that wants it as bad as we do. It’s not about who is 

tougher, but it is about who is tougher longer. We are a gritty team, and we are going to run the ball. We are 

going to wear a team out by the end of the game and we just got to stick to it. The defense played an 

incredible second half and we got enough points on the board to get the W. We just have to start faster and 

play a whole game like we did in the second half.” 

 

On if he is going to watch the rest of the games tonight to see if they clinch the playoffs: 

“Anytime you’re in a position like this, we did our job this week, I am going to be watching the games and 

being a fan of the teams that we need to win. But ultimately, we took care of what we can take care of and 



 

 

whatever happens the rest of the day and tomorrow, we will be looking to go back to work on Wednesday 

and getting ready for Dallas.” 

 

On the drive that he made a catch on the sideline and fell into the kickers net: 

“You know [QB] Jalen [Hurts] does some amazing things out there. That throw to [WR Greg Ward] on a 

broken down play, it was a great play by both of them. I just had a corner route stepped outside and Jalen 

threw me a great ball and I was able to get two feet in. It was hard to stop my momentum and I ran into the 

kickers net and fell into the table. It was a must have drive and we needed that, we needed to score. Like we 

said all week the play does care who makes it, but someone has to make it. Whenever we had an opportunity 

to make a play, we made the play today.” 

 

Philadelphia Eagles T Lane Johnson 
 

On fourth-down play needing needed a first down 

“We didn’t convert the first series so having the confidence to run it there and especially when you have to 

have it. I feel like we did a good job of executing that play.” 

 

On S Rodney McLeod’s interception: 

“He won us the game; it wasn’t looking too good for us. The whole offensive line was a mob on the side of 

the field, [QB] Jalen [Hurts] was, I saw where he sailed it and the first thought, I thought it may hit the 

ground and when I saw the replay, he caught it and that’s a testament to Rodney man, overcoming injuries 

and a lot of adversity he’s had to face and he’s one of the few guys that’s come through and still be able to 

play at a high level and still be a leader. Hats off to him, he won us this game.”  

 

On where this Eagles team ranks amongst his previous playoff berths:  

“I don’t know anything about that, if we get invited to the dance it’s time to dance. We need some stuff to 

play out tonight and tomorrow but other than that we can control what we can control. It was an ugly game 

today; we had a sloppy first half and end up finding a way to win there in the second half.” 

 

On the conversations to be more effective on offense: 

“We wanted to continue to run it, which we did. Started to run some mid-zone, outside zone, started having 

some success and mix in a play-action. It wasn’t as crisp of a performance as the last game so that’s 

disappointing but thank God for Rodney and [K] Jake Elliott. Those guys, defense came through for us.”  

 

On what having a winning season under Head Coach Sirianni reflects on him: 

“Just resilient, even whenever we were 2-5, it wasn’t looking good he just stated about doubling-down on the 

core values we have and that’s what he’s been preaching the whole year. Not every game is going to be 

pretty, going to be a lot of tough games especially when it comes to the NFL everything’s tight. But that’s 

what he preached. Just double down on what we do and who we are.” 

 

On what he attributes the slow starts to:  

“I don’t know, someone needs to go throw some cold water in our face for the first drive, I guess. But it’s 

been a trend the past few games and so moving forward especially this time of the year, you want to be crisp 

at all levels and that’s something we got to adjust to and fix.” 

 

Philadelphia Eagles DE Josh Sweat 
 

On being mentally prepared for games like this one:  



 

 

“Yeah, pretty much and I think that's what happened out there today. You know, we had a rough start, but 

you know, we pretty much been building up to be able to handle these moments. Especially like, we had a 

rough start, and we got it taken care of. So that's all that matters.” 

 

On the teams defensive counter for quick throws from QB Taylor Heinicke:  

“Just execute better, cover better. That's pretty much the name of it. We know we're going to get quick 

passes to stop the pressure, but you just got to keep coming. That's really all I can say about that.” 

 

On adjustments made at halftime:  

“I don't think we made any. I know we just executed better. Everybody was just in the right spots. You 

know, everybody started playing better and I think that's all it boiled down to.” 

 

On possibly playing his best football of the season the last two weeks:  

“I mean, as far as the numbers, yes. But I've just been getting better every day. I think I've been playing at 

the same level kind of just, you know, the plays, I've been making them, but I wouldn't say it is any different 

from a couple of weeks ago.” 

 

On hitting his career-high in sacks: 

“Yeah, I was aware. We had bigger things to worry about at the time. I just want to make more plays. But 

yeah, I mean, it's big news. I'm still not where I want to be, of course, and I still got a lot of improvement to 

make.” 

 

On the scene in the locker room postgame:  

“Yeah, we celebrate all the wins of course. We’re hoping we get what we want, you know what I mean, but 

right now we just got to wait. You know what I mean we got to wait.”   

 

Philadelphia Eagles S Rodney McLeod 
 

On his interception on the last play: 

“Yeah, I knew I caught it once I secured it really. That was the biggest thing. I let one slip away first time we 

played them. So wanted to just make sure I closed this game out the right way. It felt good to be able to 

finish the game make a big catch, play for this team. Gotta give credit obviously to God for putting me in this 

position. Honestly my guy [S Anthony Harris] for having great coverage and affecting that throw and for 

having great coverage, I was able to capitalize on that” 

 

On what helped the defense turn it around in the second half:  

“Honestly man we came in the locker room and Anthony spoke up and [DT Fletcher Cox]. We just said we 

need to raise our level of intensity. We felt weren’t playing to our standard in that first half. So we came out 

man and did that. It was started up by the D-Line and DBs made a few good plays. It was great population to 

the ball. It was a completely different half than the first one. We have to just start better, understanding that 

we can’t wait until the second half to play the way that we did. But it was good for us to get this win today.” 

 

On the impact of the sacks by DE Josh Sweat and LB Genard Avery:  

“Those plays were huge for us. We rely heavily on our D-line and those are two great pass rushers that we 

have at our disposal. I think it honestly started with how we played on first and second down. We talked 

about how we needed to stop the run, force them into some negative plays at half time and we did that. [DT 

Javon] Hargrave started it out for us and Anthony Harris came up with a big play a big hit on second down 

and transferred into a sack. So we have to continue to do more of that and it was affective when we did play 

stingy on first and second down.” 

 

On reflecting on his ACL surgery: 



 

 

“Honestly yeah man it’s still on my mind and I’m still trying to get myself back to the level of play where I 

was last year honestly. But it feels good to be able to come out these past two weeks and make huge plays for 

the team and I think it’s just credit to a lot of the hard work that I put in. I obviously didn’t do it myself a lot 

of people helped me get to this point, especially my family, my wife, my parents, siblings, friends. 

Everybody lifted me up in the time that I needed it the most so feels good to be able to do this for a lot of 

people that I care about.” 

 

On what a chance at the playoffs means after starting 2-5: 

“It means a lot but more importantly it shows that everybody in this locker room believed. When everybody 

else wrote us off when we were 2-5, we continued to believe in ourselves, we trusted the process. We 

continued to prepare the same way, have that same level of focus. We got better and we’re seeing the results 

of that now. If feels good you got to give credit to everybody on this team from the front office to the 

coaches to starters, to practice squad everybody has played a role and it allowed us to be here today.” 

 

On how close he is to being back to his pre-injury form: 

“I can’t put a number on it man. I just go back to work each and every week and try to get better. I’ve seen 

growth within myself throughout the course of this year from week to week. I’m just seeing the fruition of it. 

Look forward to another week and getting the leg stronger and get ready for Dallas.” 

 

 


