
 
 

Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

Q: Taylor Heinicke faces the adversity, throws the interception, but then what did it tell you that he 

comes back and wins the game? 

Coach Rivera: “Well, that's a little bit about who he is, you know, he will try and force the ball every now and 

then. But when he settles in and gives himself a chance to make plays, he does. We were very fortunate on that 

drive. You know, he made a couple of good plays, good decisions, and got away with a bad one. We were 

fortunate enough that the ball was dropped. But, again, with him in his moment, his element, he gives you a 

chance and that's all we can ask.” 

 

Q: The new kicker Brian Johnson hit 49 yards that’s not where you want to start?  

Coach Rivera: “No it is not where we want to start, but Brian did a nice job. He was good in all his operations 

as far as their two points were concerned. We got quality yards and put him in a good position where it was 

pretty much right down his alley. He hit that very well.” 

 

Q:  You ran Curtis Samuel on the play before that, was that about getting a little bit more yardage so 

you could be more comfortable? 

Coach Rivera: “Absolutely. Absolutely we felt that we could get a really good push out of it, too. We almost 

did. They rallied and they were able to make a stop to keep from getting the first down, which gave them an 

opportunity at the end of the game.” 

 

Q: It’s about Taylor Heinicke, but also the way your team responded after going down on the road in 

that situation was does it say about them? 

Coach Rivera: “They are resilient and they bounce back. The one thing they seem to feel and believe just 

gives us a chance, and we will see what happens and that is the biggest thing about what we saw today.” 

 

Q:  With Taylor Heinicke when he has a play like that, what little things do you look for when he comes 

to the sideline after a play like that to make sure he is right or that I don’t have to worry?  

Coach Rivera: “The biggest thing with him is that he looked at that disappointment in himself. He wants a 

chance to redeem himself and that’s all he needed.  He got an opportunity and you can see it in his eyes when 

he comes to the sideline that he knew he made a mistake and he knew he just needed a chance to redeem 

himself and we were fortunate enough to do that.” 

  

Q:  What was the key for the defense to limit one of the most explosive offenses in the league? 

Coach Rivera: “I thought one thing is that we really mixed our coverages up and tried to disguise them and 

awful a lot. Credit to them to though because they were taking advantage of some things that we were doing 

and they were moving the ball systematically down the field. Fortunately enough for us that we would make a 

stop and either force the punt right around midfield or they had to kick field goals and that is one thing that 

helps you.” 

  

Q: There were a couple of players in particular on the defense, Bobby McCain and Cole Holcomb 

seemed to be really locking down coverage? 

Coach Rivera: “They did, they did a nice job. They were very active. Had a good feel for really what we were 

game planning all week and you could see it through the week as they practiced Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday, I thought they handled it very nicely.”  

 



Q: With Antonio Gibson, you were limiting his carries before the bye, trying to get him fresh. Does it feel 

like he's a little closer to where you want him to be? 

Coach Rivera: “Yes. You know, and this was a tough work week for everybody concerned. Fortunate we had 

Wendell [Smallwood], you know, with us and he was active. We popped him up because the JD [McKissic]’s 

absence. He got an opportunity and did a couple things for us too, as well. So, you know, it's one of those 

things that, you know, we were in a situation we had some guys step up. And, you know, again, I thought AG 

[Antonio Gibson] stepped up nicely.” 

 

Q: With the shin seemingly getting better, where do you seen the biggest difference in Gibson’s running? 

Coach Rivera: “Well, I think part of it is his preparation, you know, with the shin getting better you see him 

get an opportunity to practice more earlier in the week and get a much better feel for what he needs to do and 

that's, I think, a big plus for him. I think he's getting a better feel for his body lean in terms of when he's getting 

downhill when he’s hitting the holes.” 

 

Q: With Jamin Davis there, a couple times he had a few missed tackles in space. What was going on 

there? 

Coach Rivera: “We'd like to see him just go ahead and take a shot. And that's what we're telling him.  We say 

hey, if you miss, you miss, but make sure you miss and you turn him back inside to where your help is coming. 

So, take your shot on the leverage side. And yeah, he was breaking downhill but again, just take your shot. If 

you make it, great. If you miss it, make sure he's going back to your teammates.” 

 

Q:  Big picture here your 6-6 and Dallas is coming into town and it’s obviously a big game. What's the 

message to the fan base? 

Coach Rivera: “The biggest message is we need y’all [fan base] we really do. Look at where our opportunities 

are. We have five divisional games in a row ok, we have to take them one at a time, we are playing the 

divisional leader twice, this is the first one we need everybody all hands on deck.” 

  

Q: What did you make of the game plan with Danny Johnson and Khaleke Hudson to replace for what 

Landon Collins was doing? 

Coach Rivera: “That’s what we were kind of looking for, we're going to do it by committee. I thought those 

two guys handled it pretty well. You know they are young inexperienced guys that got an opportunity and they 

took advantage of, there were some mistakes that were made and we will get that cleared up. We will see how 

Landon and see how everybody is going forward.”  

  

Q: Any word on Logan Thomas? 

Coach Rivera: “No other than we know it’s the knee right now. I just saw him on the ground.”  

 

Washington Football Team Quarterback Taylor Heinicke 

 

Q: What goes through your mind after the pick? 

Heinicke: “Just go do it again. It was literally the same exact thing that happened against the Giants. And I still 

feel like two minutes, we play really well in the two-minute drill. We practice it a lot. So, the guys executed 

really well. Kind of got lucky on that one throw, but you know that’s football.” 

 

Q: Do you think you would have been this resilient in your career if it were not for earlier experiences?  

Heinicke: “Yeah, I think that’s kind of something I’ve had, you know, all the way growing up. Whether it’s 

high school or college it’s something I feel like I’ve had to have just being a shorter guy. You’re not the fastest, 

you’re not the strongest. You have to have something else to you, and that something else for me is to just keep 

fighting until the very end. You just never know what’s going to happen. And you could see it in all those guys 

they just kept fighting.” 

 

Q: What were you looking at and what were you trying to do on the play that got intercepted? 

Heinicke: “So, I was trying to get Terry [McLaurin] on a dig behind the backer, and I thought I had him. And 

Maxx Crosby made a great play. He put his hand up, hit my arm, and it just kind of fluttered out. And as a 



 
 

quarterback that’s one of the worst feelings, you know, you kind of just see the ball float in the air. But again, 

the defense did a great job holding the three and that gave us a chance to go down and score. And kudos to our 

kicker, you know, not many people on the team really knew his name this week coming in and you know he 

made a name for himself today. That was a big play for him.”  

 

Q: Did you interact with Brian Johnson at all? 

Heinicke: “A little bit. Talked to him this morning. I was like, ‘Brian, what’s going on’, you know, ‘how are 

you doing’. But he has a lot of confidence out there. You could see it all week during practice, and he came up 

big for us today.” 

 

Q: What does this win do for your confidence going forward especially going against Dallas next week? 

Heinicke: “Yeah it’s huge. Again, we beat Tampa, we beat Carolina who had a good defense. And it was 

Cam’s [Newton] homecoming. We beat Seattle on Monday night. So, you know, the confidence keeps 

building, keeps building. We practice hard all week, and we just feel good where our team’s at right now. 

Hopefully we just keep the ball rolling.” 

 

Q: Did this win feel different? 

Heinicke: “Yes. This was a total team effort right here. When you go back and you look at we had a short 

week to prepare. We had 10 days to prepare, fly out four and a half hours, all the cards stacked up against us 

and we accept the challenge and it was a full team effort today. We scored on the first drive and we didn’t score 

again until the fourth quarter. The defense played lights out all game. It was a field position battle the first three 

quarters and in the fourth quarter it got real interesting there and we just held on to our guns and battled 

through it. Everyone had a huge part in the game today.” 

 

Q: Do you guys ever think about winning a normal, not chaotic game? 

Heinicke: “Trust me, we would like that as well. A win is a win.” 

 

Q: With the side arm passes, is that something more of comfort for you, or are you dropping down and 

changing your arm angles? 

Heinicke: “I think it is just playing football. He outplayed that corner there and if I just set my feet and made 

the perfect throw it might have not been perfect or it would have been a little later, so I just played my football 

instincts. That was that throw right there.” 

 

Q: Teams often take on the personality of the quarterback and with the journey that you have had. Do 

you feel this team is resilient and the team is taking on your personality? 

Heinicke: “Yes. You can feel it from the guys. If I make a mistake, they are there to pick me up. It is a great 

group of guys, and they are work hard together. I can’t say enough good things about them. Everyone in there 

is resilient, everyone is a warrior. We were at a 2-6 record and we could have easily folded and the season 

could have gone totally different but the guys went into battle and here we are 6-6.” 

  

 


