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Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 
On what led to the offense getting out of rhythm in the second half against the Eagles: 
“I just think the one thing is their defensive front really played well all night. I think our offensive front played 
well as well. They’ve got some good players. They were missing some guys on the back end, some guys like 
[Eagles DE] Brandon Graham. Those guys were really bringing it. The first half was great, obviously going 4-
for-4 on third downs and the two-minute. There is going to be some back and forth when it comes to those kinds 
of things. I just give credit to them for making some plays.” 
 
On the offensive adjustment if there were to be a quarterback rotation: 
“It would all be just what we would do. It would all be a part of the plan going in. We’re looking at some 
different options based on how these injuries play themselves out. That’s something you never really know 
because you never know how these things play out as the week goes on. We’re just going to have to kind of 
look at some different plans. We’re getting those in place now, and we’ll be ready to go based on who we have 
available. That’s kind of part of what it is in this league. Obviously, you get to the playoffs late in the season 
and it’s a long, hard year. Guys are going to get injured. You’ve got to be ready to adjust to it. That’s part of the 
challenge.” 
 
On if they have found a reference point for what a quarterback rotation would look like: 
“Yeah, for sure. A lot of times when guys are injured and limited in practice, the other guys have to practice. 
Part of it is you only get a limited amount of reps. The players that are the backups, they have to take advantage 
of the reps they do get in practice. The guys that are starters that are maybe banged up have to do a great job in 
meetings or with the mental reps or sometimes they can participate in walkthroughs because it’s a little slower 
pace. You’ve got to take advantage of all that, all the time you have in the building, and then they’ve got to take 
advantage of their time outside of the building. As we find out later in the week who’s going to be available, 
that’s when the plan really comes together. It’s a lot bigger right now, and then you kind of zero in on it the 
closer you get to the game.” 
 
On what gives him confidence that QB Taylor Heinicke could handle a game of this magnitude: 
“Taylor is a football player. He’s a tough guy. He’s a very smart player, you know I’m saying all these cliches 
right now. But if Taylor is going to play, he’s got to play. We’re not going to baby him. We’re not going to play 
scared. We’re going to play to win. Everybody on this team deserves that. He’s capable of it. He’s got to raise 
himself up to the challenge, and he will. I’ve spent a lot of time with him. I’ve seen him play in preseason 
games; I’ve seen him play in practice. I’ve got a lot of confidence and belief in him. He knows that. The rest of 
these guys, they’re getting to know him. Some of the guys didn’t necessarily know his name probably until he 
went into the game. They’re starting to see the way he throws the ball, the way he commands the huddle. If he’s 
the guy that is out there, guys are going to be ready to go, and they’ll rally around him.” 
 
On QB Alex Smith’s interceptions against the Eagles: 
“Yeah, absolutely, those are obviously some plays that he would like to have back. The one where he was going 
through his progression and it got to [RB] J.D. [McKissic] and it was kind of a fluke deal. The guy made a play 
and it kind of got flipped up. The other one was just really a throw that he kind of left inside and got away from 



him a little bit. He’s played this game for a long time. I don’t know his career numbers, but when you play 
quarterback in this league for a long time, you’re going to throw some picks. He understands that you flush it, 
and you learn from it and move on. We had a great session this week talking about different things that came up 
in the game. I just think that those are kind of some individual negative plays that we’ll eliminate and learn 
from.” 
 
On the energy around Washington when the team makes the playoffs: 
“It’s a little different now, obviously, with the restrictions and no fans being at the game. There’s a level of 
excitement that comes with being in the playoffs, being one of what now is I guess one of 14 teams remaining 
in the league. Everyone is 0-0. You go and you play, and if you win, you move on. There is a little energy 
because of that, a little more juice. Like I said, it’s a long year, but you get a little more energized going into 
this week. It’s a big challenge for us. I think it seems like the fanbase is excited. I don’t really get to see or talk 
to many people outside of this building, but I think there’s a little bit of a buzz. It’s good to be in. We’re going 
to fight as hard as we can to stay in.” 
 
On the run game facing the Buccaneers defensive front: 
“They do a really nice job. They play the run well, and they’re good up front. They’ve got some good bodies 
that are hard to move. I think we ran the ball and, obviously, we got over 100 yards this past game. I think, like 
I said, Philly played really tough up front. It was a struggle at times. We ended up getting 27 carries. I thought 
the way we ran the ball at the end of the game, getting some first downs, churning some clock and then we gave 
it back to their offense, but it was under a minute—that was good to see. The Carolina game like we’ve talked 
about was the one that was a little bit disappointing to me because we got into a situation where we couldn’t run 
the ball with the time remaining and the score with what it was. But I really felt good about the way we ran the 
ball, the situation just dictated that. I think as you see over the course of the year, you’ve got to be able to do 
both. We’ve got to be able to take advantage and make plays in the passing game, and then we’ve got to be able 
to run it. We’ve got to stay balanced. That’s what it takes to be a successful offense. I feel good. I feel like our 
line’s up for the challenge, our backs are up for the challenge, and we’ll be able to run it. We’ve got to be 
balanced.” 
 
On the key to being able to handle Tampa Bay pressuring the quarterback: 
“It all works together. We’ve got to get open quickly. The quarterback has to make quick decisions and get the 
ball out of his hand. We’ve got to I.D. the pressures correctly, so we get a hat on a hat. We can’t have four 
rushers. If it is a free rusher, we have to have a quick outlet. Some of those protections where the ball has to 
come out and everybody has to be on the same page. It’s something that’s not just the guys protecting, it’s the 
guys running routes, and then ultimately the quarterback making decisions and getting the ball out of his hands 
accurately. If they do pressure, a lot of times that gives you the opportunity to make some plays offensively. 
We’ve got to take advantage of that, and we’ve got to make sure we eliminate negative plays. I think if we do 
those two things, we can be successful.” 
 
On what Smith brings to the offense: 
“Alex has been fighting through this, obviously. It’s well documented. He’s been rehabbing and he’s been 
working. He’s the leader of this offense. You look at how the guys look to him, and there’s just a sense of 
confidence when he’s on the field. Again, you talk to his decision making—you look at the way he executed 
that first drive as well as the two-minute drill at the end of the half, which were our two touchdowns. Has he 
been limited? Yeah, absolutely. But he’s doing everything he can to be out there. That brings something to our 
team. The games he’s started this year, obviously, we’re 5-1. It’s a team effort. Obviously, our defense is 
playing great and other guys have stepped up. The team feeds on that, the whole team. Seeing him out there and 
what he’s fighting through gives us a little bit of edge and gives confidence that, hey, no matter what happens 



we’re going to be able to push through this and find a way to win whether it’s ugly or pretty or whatever. They 
all count the same.” 
 
On what has changed the most for him as a play-caller throughout the course of this season: 
“There’s a lot. You look at how we’ve played different guys, a lot of different receivers. We’ve played a 
different left tackle, a different left guard. Those guys have been pretty solid, pretty entrenched into their 
position the last couple weeks. The quarterback situation—we talk about how many guys have been in and out 
there. It’s hard for me to really look back and reflect. It’s just been we’ve seen guys develop and seen guys that 
maybe we didn’t think we were going to get much out of them at the beginning of the year, and we look back 
and they’ve had highly productive seasons. The biggest thing is just dealing with who you’ve got out there. 
Every week you have to assess who we have out there that’s going to be healthy and put together a plan that 
best gives our team a chance to win. That’s why we’re playing. That’s our ultimate goal is to find a way to score 
just one more point than the other team does. We’re all in it together.” 
 
On if his confidence has grown throughout the season: 
“Yeah, I think so. A lot of it is just getting to know your guys. Every situation that they’re put in, you get kind 
of a glimpse of what guys are capable of. We try to push our guys to realize that they can do more than they 
think. I think you’ve seen that. I think you’ve seen a lot of guys in our offense that have had their career-years. 
There are a lot of guys where their production is way more than it’s ever been over the course of their career. 
Being able to see that and see that happen—you have a belief, but seeing it actually happen lets you know who 
are the guys that are going to come through and that you can count on. Then, maybe the guys that you believe in 
but still need a little bit more time, you play to their strengths and what they can do. You maybe avoid some of 
the things you don’t want guys to do. The more experience you have, the more games you play, it’s just more 
knowledge and something that I have to learn from, and then make the right decisions going forward.” 
 
On what the team learned from Head Coach Ron Rivera when he was going through treatment: 
“The biggest message that Coach gave us during that time was just everyone focusing on doing their job and 
what needed to get done. If everyone focuses on their job, we’ve got plans in place how everything is going to 
function. He wanted us to focus on football, so he could take care of himself. It was tough. There were days that 
you could tell he was fatigued or worn out. There were times he would come out to practice late. He wasn’t here 
quite as often as he would normally be. There were times where he missed a meeting here or there. But we all 
knew what he was going through. We were ready to pick up the slack. I think the biggest thing is people didn’t 
try to make too much of it, they just tried to do their individual jobs. That’s what he wanted from us. We pushed 
through that time. That was also a tough part of the season as far as we weren’t necessarily winning very much 
at that point early in the year. But we kept trying to improve, kept trying to get better, and then we obviously 
turned the corner and started playing a lot better the second half of the season. It’s something that I’ll probably 
reflect more on as the season is over because right now, you’re still in the middle of the grind. Coach’s 
perseverance, his toughness, is unquestioned. We knew that anyway, but you just saw it firsthand this year with 
all of the challenges that have been put on his plate.” 
 
On how Coach Rivera’s mantra about the team ‘playing with house money’ impacts the play-calling: 
“Coach has always been good with me. He’s always just said: ‘Hey, you call your game and play to win.’ He 
doesn’t want to play not to lose. That’s kind of what our mentality has been the whole time. You’ll see some 
plays we’ll try, and we’ve hit on some of the quote unquote trick plays, and some of them we haven’t. He’s 
great that way where he’s going to be supportive. We’ll have conversations during the week. We’ll talk about 
things we like or don’t like. But it’s based on what we see, what I see, what we see as an offensive staff, and 
then we just try to do whatever we can to give our guys the best chance to be successful and go score some 
points and, like I said, help our football team win. We’re not going to be reckless, but we’re going to be 
aggressive. We’re going to try to take some chances and do what we can do with the guys that we have.” 
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