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Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio 
 
On S Kamren Curl: 
“He’s done a nice job from the day he arrived here understanding what is expected of him and just making 
plays. He’s grown as a young player as we hoped he would. I’m just happy with the way he attacks his work 
each way and preparing for his opportunities. Obviously, you get a guy late in the draft and he ends up working 
and playing well, that’s a real positive for us.” 
 
On if Curl has played the way he envisioned: 
“It’s all kind of grown naturally. He had opportunities in camp. It started out, as I mentioned earlier with Kam, 
it really started with the Zoom meetings just in terms of you could just see that he got it. He was bright and you 
could see he was understanding things. Then we started playing, and he’s got a nice blend of ability to cover, to 
rush and to do the different things that we’re looking to get done from that position.”  
 
On S Troy Apke: 
“He continues to work at it. He continues to practice. I like the fact that he’s just continued to go about his work 
and continued to prepare. I’m sure he’s excited to get an opportunity to play a little bit more with [S] Deshazor 
[Everett] banged up.” 
 
On the Lions last drive: 
“The bottom line is we did so well to get ourselves back in the game, three drives in a row forcing punts. Then 
we gave up the field goal right before that, which to me, was hard to take. Then obviously the finish. There 
definitely were some learning moments there. It definitely didn’t put me or anyone on our unit in a good mood. 
I’d like to think that we’ll function at a higher level when we’re faced with that situation again.” 
 
On deciding to move a player like CB Kendall Fuller around: 
“We do just that. We think about that, we consider best options that are available to us and make a decision and 
go. It’s no different. That’s what we do each week, put together the best group of guys we can that are healthy 
and ready to help us win on Sundays. Obviously, he’s a guy that’s done a lot of different things, so you have a 
lot of options.” 
 
On Fuller’s versatility: 
“That’s not normal. There are few guys that are capable of that. I think being versatile like that, being super 
intelligent like he is, I think that allows him to do multiple roles. We don’t want to take that for granted. He’s 
done a nice job of coming here and being a pro and really his work ethic and the way he prepares has been 
outstanding. We recognize what he is and also recognize that you don’t want to get carried away moving guys 
around. That could be problematic for him and for others.” 
 
On LB Thomas Davis Sr.’s impact: 
“Well, obviously it’s harder to be impactful if you’re not involved in playing. I think that probably limits his 
ability to impact things. He’s a proud guy. He’s been a great player for a long time in this league. It’s been a 



tough situation, but I think for the most part he’s remained a positive person in the locker room and trying to 
encourage guys to do things the right way.” 
 
On areas of improvement he has seen: 
“That sounds a little bit like evaluation. I’d rather look forward to playing the Bengals this week. Questions 
about that kind of stuff—really talking about evaluations and strengths and weaknesses—to me, it’s more about 
getting ready for the Bengals this week here and now.” 
 
On improving the run defense: 
“I think actually we’ve played the run pretty well this year. That may be a shock to you or to others. I think, 
overall, defensively we’ve done some really good things. We’re just going to continue to work, continue to 
work to be more consistent. I think, if anything, the group is kind of trying to do too much rather than just try to 
take care of your responsibility. We’re trying to focus on that. One thing I will say is our energy’s been great. 
Our spirit is still strong. To me, that’s always as a coach something that you want to make sure you’re keeping 
that part strong. I think it is. I think we’ll continue to make strides defensively and build upon the pretty good 
start to the season. We’re in the upper half in just about every category. Run defense might be the one thing that 
lags behind. But I think in terms of overall effectiveness, we’ve got a good group and we’ve been doing a lot of 
good things.” 
 
On Bengals QB Joe Burrow: 
“He’s very decisive, very accurate. He’s athletic. This is a guy that you see escaping some of the pressures and 
things he’s faced and finding a way to get the ball out. He’s a good football player. He’s a young guy, but very 
talented. A very accurate passer of the football.” 
 
On Aqib Talib broadcasting the Lions game: 
“I had no idea. I did not talk to him. The way with the protocols now, we have very little interaction. Unless we 
do a Zoom meeting, I’m not aware of who’s calling the broadcast. I don’t go back. That’s not something I do, 
go back and listen to them. He was a good player for us back in Denver. Congratulations to him for moving on 
and getting an opportunity in the broadcast booth.” 
 
On the next step for DE Chase Young: 
“Just keep playing. Keep working. He’s a great young man. He has a super work ethic. He’s intelligent. He 
works at his trade. I’m really pleased with the way he approaches things. I just want him to continue. He’s 
obviously going to grow from his first year in the league. He’s going to grow from experiences as he has them. I 
love the way he attacks things.” 
 
On taking advantage of the Bengals offense: 
“I’d say the biggest thing is to put them in position to where they’ve got to throw. I think making sure we’re 
defending the run—they do a really good job with their passing game and some of the things that they like to 
do. We’ve got to make sure we’re on top of that. We understand the challenges. Part of it is getting pressure on 
the quarterback. That’s always important, so clearly that’ll be a priority for us.” 
 
On the linebackers’ snap count against the Lions: 
“I think in the different packages that they ran against us and the defensive packages that we ran against them, it 
just worked out where [LB Kevin Pierre-Louis] KPL didn’t get as much run last week. But, we like him. We 
like the addition that he’s brought. He’s a good football player. [LB] Cole [Holcomb]’s doing good. I think our 
group needs to be more productive, but I think they’ve also done some good things. We’re pushing. We’ve 
talked about it. We have high standards, and we’re drilling and pushing. Those guys are competing and 



preparing hard every week. We just expect them to continue to grow as players and improve as the year goes 
on.” 
 
On the defensive line: 
“Look, rush and coverage go hand-in-hand. When you’re looking at rush, it’s not just about one guy getting 
free. I think sack numbers—I think we’re pretty solid there. Where are we in the league, we’re up there 
somewhere. We want to continue to do what we do. It’s not about just Chase getting numbers, it’s about us 
playing good defense. Obviously, we’d love Chase to get all the numbers he can. Do we want push? Yeah, we 
want push. We want the quarterback going down, and hopefully we’ll get that this week. I like the way the 
group’s working. So, we’re just going to continue to go at it and prepare. I look forward to going up against the 
Bengals on Sunday.” 
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