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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On how a veteran like QB Alex Smith helps in walk-throughs: 
“Tremendously. We actually had a situation today during one of our periods—Alex started the call, he saw 
something and made the correction right away. With his knowledge and veteran leadership out there, we might 
not have made that correction. You see those things that he does getting guys lined up or getting guys in the 
right position. That’s important, that really is. It helps these young guys, especially these young guys, because 
now they’re learning from a guy that’s done it before.” 
 
On RB J.D. McKissic’s ability to run and catch: 
“That’s what you’re looking for. You’re looking for a guy with J.D.’s skillset that can do those types of things. 
Again, we were fortunate in Carolina to have [Panthers RB] Christian McCaffrey. J.D.’s a McCaffrey-type 
player. He can run the ball inside, outside. He’s a threat most certainly out in the route, and he understands 
protections.” 
 
On T Morgan Moses transitioning to left tackle: 
“Really, the biggest change is going to be for him. We’re going to do what we do and play the offense 
accordingly. The biggest thing for him, obviously, is getting used to the left-handed stance and getting used to 
the left-handed type players he’s going to have to play against.” 
 
On if S Jeremy Reaves is in consideration to play free safety: 
“Yes, he is. Most certainly. Everyone’s in consideration. We’ve got some ideas of how we need to do things, 
and we’ll work through them.” 
 
On the decision to move players around: 
“The biggest thing is you really don’t want to move guys around because every time you move guys around, 
you’ve got to bring another guy in. That means two new guys at two new positions. As little as possible 
movement is better than having to move a whole bunch of guys.” 
 
On T David Sharpe: 
“I like what we saw from his playing time. I thought he was physical. He’s a big guy, good length, good size. 
He’s tough to get around, and we saw a lot of positives. I feel very fortunate to have him as one of our guys.” 
 
On areas of improvement he has seen: 
“I feel really comfortable with what we’ve gotten from our wide receivers and running backs. I think that’s been 
a very pleasant thing. I like the play of our corners. I thought those guys have done a nice job coming together 
as a group. I think as we continue to go through this, we’ll see guys continue to develop. Some guys develop 
faster. Some positions have developed faster than other positions.” 
 
On if there are any areas he misidentified at the beginning of the season: 
“Yeah. Oh, yeah.” 
 



On the importance of getting a win: 
“It’ll be huge. It really will. Emotionally, it’ll be huge. I think it’s one of those things that—the guys, for their 
hard work and commitment and their sacrifices, deserve stuff like that. They deserve big wins. Again, I’d like to 
see us win as many as we can. We’ll see how to try to win this one coming up.” 
 
On discussions with free agent safety Eric Reid: 
“No, I don’t think that ship has necessarily sailed. We’ll see what happens. Like I told you guys, we’ve got 
some young guys who we want to watch. We can go forward from there.” 
 
On the offensive line’s development: 
“I think they’ve handled it very well. I really do. If you look at the yards we’ve thrown for the last couple of 
games, how we’re starting to develop and get that feel—I think that’s important. We’re learning to run block. 
We’re learning to get a feel and understanding of how to. Again, I think part of it goes back to how our tight 
ends and backs have played as well.” 
 
On the challenges of a starter switching sides: 
“Morgan’s a pretty good athlete, so I’m not necessarily concerned about it for him. But, we’ll see. He started 
out as a left tackle, they moved him to right where he got comfortable, but he has left tackle skillsets. We’ll see 
how he goes.” 
 
On if he feels the team is better than the record shows: 
“I do. I most certainly do. But, like they say: ‘You are what you are.’ The record says it. That’s what we are. 
But, we’ll continue to play and we’ll play hard and see what happens. But, do I think we’re better than our 
record? I most certainly do.” 
 
On why the team is better than the record shows: 
“We’ve had three weeks, three games that have been very close. A play here or a call here—it’s a different set 
of circumstances. I just feel that we’re a young group of guys that are learning and developing with some 
veteran guys out there. As we continue to go forward, we continue to play this way, I think that bodes well for 
the future and that’s the way I look at things.” 
 
On the Bengals: 
“I just know this: I like their offensive line. Those guys work hard, protect their quarterback, they work hard to 
open up a running lane. I like their skill personnel. I think they’ve got good tight ends that are troublesome. I 
like the receiving corps led by [Bengals WR] A.J. [Green]. That most certainly is one of the strengths of their 
offense. I like the running game that they do have. As you said, I think [Bengals QB] Joe Burrow is going to be 
a terrific player in this league. I really do. Defensively, they’re very aggressive. They can blitz at any time and 
they will zero blitz you anywhere. So, again, I think this is a young football team. Maybe they don’t know any 
better, they just go out and compete. Sometimes that’s a good thing.” 
 
On how the running backs help each other: 
“Most certainly. First of all, [RB] Antonio [Gibson] and J.D. have a nice relationship. I think they all do. All the 
running backs do. I think they’re a good group. They do feed off of each other’s energy and the way each other 
does things. You can see it from Antonio as he studies those guys and watches those guys in practice. I think 
[running backs coach] Randy [Jordan] does a really nice job communicating with his crew of running backs. I 
think those guys do learn. I think with A.G. it’s just a matter of time as he continues to get reps and continues to 
develop his skillset.” 
 
On measuring QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.’s growth through COVID-19 protocols: 



“A lot of the nice things is that, with the way the meetings can’t be set up, we’ve done something special for the 
quarterbacks. Those guys have handled it really well. It’s been good to watch.” 
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