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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On if T Morgan Moses will start at left tackle: 
“Maybe. Anything is possible. We’ll see.” 
 
On the free safety position: 
“Pretty much the same thing. If at the end of the week [S] Deshazor [Everett] looks like he can play, he’ll play. 
If not, we’re working [S] Troy Apke out there.” 
 
On players working out through increased COVID-19 protocols: 
“Well, the biggest thing is we have a set of protocols that we follow. Guys can come in based on certain 
situations and circumstances. If guys are going to work out, they’ve got to make a specific appointment so that 
we know how many guys are working out at a time. We get them in, they get their workout in and when they’re 
done, the next group comes in. We’ve got to be very strict with our protocols. We’ve got to follow the 
protocols. Guys that are going in to get treatment have to also do the same thing. They’ve got to make sure the 
trainers know that they’re coming in. We can only have so many guys in at a time.” 
 
On if any players are out due to contract tracing: 
“I can’t answer that question.” 
 
On if there will be a change at the kicker position: 
“I didn’t say anything about considering a kicking change. Let’s be straight on that. The only thing is they asked 
me if I’m thinking about it, and I said yeah, I’m thinking about it. Nothing about a kicking change.” 
 
On the kicker position: 
“Like I said, I’ve said nothing about a kicking change.” 
 
On how he scouts players: 
“The biggest thing we’ve done more so than anything else is we have a process that we go through. Part of the 
process is we always talk about that. We want to make sure we get all the details going forward as far as what 
we’re looking for in players, as football players and as people.” 
 
On the importance of the upcoming schedule: 
“They’re all must-wins as far as I’m concerned. That’s the only way I look at it. Everything we do, we want to 
play to win. We want to win. That’s the only way you can look at it.” 
 
On Bengals QB Joe Burrow: 
“I think he’s got confidence, tremendous confidence in his abilities. It’s not in a boastful way, either. It’s just 
kind of matter of fact. You feel it. It’s amazing—he and [DE] Chase [Young] have a certain charisma about the 
both of them that they both have individually. The last time I went through that, we had the first pick when I 
was in Carolina. We sat down with Cam Newton. They both reminded me of Cam because they both have a 
certain charisma that you look for in players. Those two are the closest thing that I’ve seen to Cam Newton.” 



 
On if they discuss the anniversary of QB Alex Smith’s injury: 
“No, that’s a scary thing to talk about.” 
 
On how Smith has changed as a quarterback: 
“Honestly, that’s not a fair question for me to answer. I will say this, though, Alex has shown me that he’s a 
better thrower than I thought. I really didn’t know him, to be able to tell you that. Just watching him throw the 
ball, especially the last two games, he’s been pretty impressive.” 
 
On how Smith has improved as a thrower: 
“I think a little combination of everything. He’s got a little more velocity than I thought. He is tremendously 
accurate. He really has been. It’s been a lot of fun to watch him, to be honest.” 
 
On if QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. could start again this season: 
“It was reported I said that right before kickoff, and I didn’t talk to anybody just before kickoff besides our 
team. I’m not going to address that.” 
 
On evaluating a team’s offense: 
“Well, what you do is you try to figure out where you want to attack them and how you want to attack them, 
more so than anything else. Whether it’s an individual, whether it’s by a personnel group, a formation, a 
situation—you have to look at those things and say: ‘OK, these are the things that are happening and this is how 
we have to get after them.’ There’s a lot that goes into it. You don’t just say: ‘OK, they don’t protect well, so 
we’re going to rush like this.’ We’re going to say: ‘Well, why aren’t they protecting well? OK, that plays to 
what we do here. Let’s do that.’ You really dissect everything more than people think you need to.” 
 
On how the COVID-19 protocols change game preparation: 
“The biggest thing more than anything else is it changes the way we have to approach it. I tell the guys: ‘Don’t 
make a big deal out of it.’ If you make a big deal out of it and make it worrisome, then you’re distracting 
yourself from the task, and that’s getting ready to go play a football game. Focus on the football game. The 
situation and circumstances are what they are. Let’s do with that, and let’s go forward. It’s no different than 
having to practice outside in the cold or in the rain. There’s nothing you can do about it. Just do it. Put your 
mind to it, set it, and go.” 
 
On the philosophy of walk-throughs during protocol: 
“The same philosophy applies. You’ve got to make the best of it. We’re not limited to walk-throughs. I chose to 
do the walk-through today, mostly because it’ll be the first time these guys have to practice with masks 
completely on. We wanted to see how these guys handled it just to get them used to it, more so than anything 
else. We decided to do that. Plus, last week we spent a couple days in the bubble then played on the turf, so we 
also wanted to give the guys a chance to let their bodies recover and heal up a little bit more before we started 
getting them out there with helmet and shells on and stuff like that.” 
 
On players speaking with him about COVID-19: 
“Some guys have come in and talked about it. They have concerns. But I think everybody understands that this 
is our new normal. We’ve just got to make the best of it. My message is really just stick to the protocols. Don’t 
make a big deal out of it, and just understand this is how we have to get through it.” 
 
On playing through a pandemic: 
“It has been bizarre. It’s crazy how people can predict things and just make things happen and ask a question 
and jinx the world [laughs]. I think it’s been interesting, definitely.” 



 
On Young being double-teamed: 
“I’ll tell you what, it’s been amazing to watch. It really has. He has gotten double-teamed an awful lot. He 
exploded early on, had a couple of really good games early. Unfortunately, he got hurt and that slowed him 
down. He started to pick it back up and it looked like himself, now he’s working on being doubled. A couple 
times he’s been tripled where he’s been chipped and then you see a tackle block with the guard turning that way 
or you see two tight ends and a tackle back-stepping. He’s handled it. He really has. He’s fought, he’s fought, 
he’s fought, and he’s continued to compete. What’ll happen is, as soon as we get this going, as soon as things 
start to roll the right way, you’re not going to be able to double him all the time. You’re just not going to be able 
to. Again, it’s also about the rest of the guys coming together and understanding how we want to do things.” 
 
On RB Bryce Love: 
“He’s just been slowed down a little bit with some soreness. We’re going to be careful with him, and we’re 
going to hold him out a little bit.” 
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