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Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio 
 
On Head Coach Ron Rivera: 
“He wasn’t feeling well. When he’s not here I step in. That’s what we did. I was able to have a conversation 
with him about the roster and about game planning prior to him exiting. But, when he left I stepped in.” 
 
On how Rivera has handled treatment: 
“Well, I think he’s provided a pretty good blueprint for us to work from. So, I think Coach is basically: carry 
on. For him personally, I think obviously he’s dealing with something that’s a big challenge. Like everything 
he’s done in his life, he’s facing it head on and giving it everything he has. It’s a battle. He’s battling right now. 
He’s as tough as could be and doing what he can. As coaches and players, we just have to do everything we can 
to carry on the message and the things we know he’s about and making sure we’re doing a good job with it.” 
 
On CB Fabian Moreau’s snap count:  
“We like Fabian. He’s done a nice job to start the year. It was a game with a little bit more big people in it, so 
corner count was down a little bit. That’ll happen from time to time. Different teams have different approaches. 
We’re going to use all the guys we have to the best of our ability. We certainly value Fabian and think he’s a 
good player.” 
 
On preparing DT Tim Settle:  
“Nothing different, just recognizing who he’s going to be playing against, what his job is, his keys are. It’s 
basically him getting an opportunity is what it’s about. It’s next man up. I tried to stay away from that cliché 
yesterday, but that’s what it is. You have to have the next guy ready. He’s played some and he’s played in the 
backup role. He’s going to continue to play in the support role, but his numbers should increase. I know he’s 
excited about the possibility.” 
 
On tackling by the jersey:  
“No, that’s not a strategy we teach. I would recommend the guys tuck them in. But, hey, everybody’s free to 
dress how they want. But, if I’m an offensive guy I’d have my stuff tucked in so you couldn’t grab it.” 
 
On improving forced turnovers:  
“Turnovers come in bunches. We work on turnovers Thursdays. Turnovers are a big emphasis for us. So, you 
should’ve seen our presentation this morning. It was really something. But, it’s an emphasis every week. We’re 
looking for them constantly. I’d like to get back on track. Obviously, being down on the turnover ratio is not a 
good thing. We’re looking to create them. We were successful the first two weeks and we’re looking to create 
them as we go through the season.” 
 
On the presentation to the team this morning:  
“We have one of our coaches put them together each week. He does a great job making it entertaining. That’s 
just a part of what we do.” 
 
On the similarities between the coaching situation in Washington and in Denver with John Fox:  



“Yeah, very similar. The difference is John was away for a month, so I assumed a lot of those responsibilities 
each and every day for sure. I have this responsibility today, but it came up. It wasn’t like: ‘OK, the next month 
you’re going to be up doing this.’ So, a little different that way. But beyond that I feel exactly the same way 
about it. Coach Fox had laid out a great blueprint. Coach Rivera has as well. We’re following that blueprint. I’m 
focusing my energies primarily on defense, but I’m assuming some of the head coaching responsibilities. We’re 
carrying on. That’s what we’re doing and we’re asking players and coaches—everybody’s got to step up and 
support Coach. That’s what we’re doing.” 
 
On WR Terry McLaurin on the Injury Report:  
“I can’t speak to that directly because I don’t have knowledge of it. I’m not a big guy talking about the Injury 
Report anyway. I’d say the report is what it is each day. We’ll make our declaration when we have to, and 
beyond that I’m kind of buttoned up on that stuff.” 
 
On Rivera handling his workload: 
“I have encouraged him to take care of himself and understand that we will carry on and make him proud. 
Really, first and foremost, I’d like to see him take care of himself. So, we’re going to support him in every way 
we can. That’s basically the way we’re approaching it.” 
 
On the tackling this season without a preseason: 
“You’re asking me to go back in time—right now I’m totally immersed in the Ravens. I think the tackling has 
been OK. I think in order to play great defense you have to be a great tackling unit. So, we are making 
improvement. We have had some good moments and then we’ve had some that we can’t have. We’re going to 
continue to strive to be a great tackling unit, to play great defense and that’s a great part of it. I just don’t know 
how you can be effective defensively if you’re not tackling well. That will remain a big priority for us.” 
 
On what concerns him about the Ravens offense:  
“Yeah, they’ve got all of that. They’ve got speed at receiver. They’ve got a tight end they really love to throw 
the ball to, a very productive guy. They’ve got a big ole offensive line. They mix their personnel, so there are a 
lot of challenges. It’s triple option football. You need to have your bases covered. These guys—they present a 
lot of different things with formations and shifts and motions and personnel groupings. Then, they’re running 
some triple option which you don’t see every day in the NFL. So, it presents some challenges. We’re working 
hard to get them dialed in and be ready to compete on Sunday.” 
 
On the postponement of Titans-Steelers due to positive COVID-19 cases: 
“Yeah, [Head Athletic Trainer Ryan Vermillion] RV has been really upfront in leading that charge. He’s our 
head trainer and he has kept us informed of any communication that’s come down from the league. We’ve been 
on point thus far and we understand the importance. The guys are working hard to make sure we’re operating 
under the protocols and making sure we’re doing everything we need to be doing. Coach has stressed it, Ryan 
has stressed it and we continue to. It’s not just something that because the information came out today it’s going 
to change a whole lot. We’ve been on it and the points have been regularly made about the importance of doing 
the right thing and allowing us to have a chance to compete. The guys have been working hard at it, I think, 
about doing the right thing.” 
 
On if Rivera will coach Sunday: 
“Well, I’m prepared at any point to step in even in the middle of the game if it were to come up. We’ve got our 
procedures in place. It’s my understanding that he’d be ready to go. If he’s not, we know what we’re going to 
do and we’d carry on.” 
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