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QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. 
 
On returning to the state of Ohio to play: 
“I’ve been to Cleveland a couple times in my time at Ohio State. Just going back to Ohio, of course you get the 
fan base and just the people who love Ohio State and the people that played there. We’re going to Cleveland, 
not Columbus, so I’m excited to be in Ohio but I’m also excited to play the Browns and go in there and try to 
get a win.” 
 
On what Washington did well against Arizona: 
“What I thought we did well in the desert was second half getting on the ball, doing a good job of 
communicating before the snap and effectively executing quick game and things of that nature, converting on 
third downs when we needed to. We’re just trying to figure out ways to make that happen early.” 
 
On what he can improve on: 
“I’d probably say the biggest thing would just be trusting the play, not coming off of something just because of 
trying to make something bigger happen on the next read or moving through the pocket worried about pressure. 
The biggest thing is just trusting the play, playing the play out and not letting the last play affect the new play 
and just focusing on what my reads are and not trying to bypass a one or two-yard completion that could be a 
first down and try to throw a 15, 14-yard curl route. Just trying to make sure the play and completion game 
moves us down the field.” 
 
On the difficulty of slowing down his play: 
“It’s very hard when you’re playing sped up play on the tempo where you’re trying to get rid of the ball quick 
and make sure that you’re getting the ball out of your hands. It’s kind of hard when you do have time and now 
the first read isn’t there and I’ve got to move onto my next second, third and fourth progression without 
worrying about getting out of pocket. The biggest thing with that is just if one or two isn’t there, find three or 
four within the pocket and still being comfortable knowing the time clock in your head and knowing when to 
move and not be worried about previous plays. The biggest thing is just biting away your memory, moving onto 
the next play. You want to play fast but you don’t want to be behind the play. But, you don’t want to play it too 
fast where you’re ahead of the receivers or the read because you’re moving at a faster tempo than everybody 
else.” 
 
On what the offense can build off of from the Cardinals game: 
“I think we can build off of the tempo game, trying to figure out ways of getting onto the ball after an explosive 
play or getting a first down and moving the chains and creating longer drives. Just having an understanding of 
time of the game, scenario of the game and when to strike tempo and not tempo and when it’s right to do certain 
things out there on the field when we needed to make things happen. So, understanding situational football is 
something that us as a young offense is continually trying to get better at and growing at, myself in particular 
and understanding what [Head Coach Ron] Rivera and [offensive coordinator Scott] Turner want in every 
situation and every scenario throughout the game.” 
 
On moving too fast to begin the game: 



“I try to stay normally calm or fairly calm before the game, even during pregame. I don’t think it’s necessarily a 
psyche thing or being too hyped up or being too low. I’m always excited and confident going into a game. I 
think the biggest thing is just knowing that when you get man coverage that sometimes a route will take a little 
bit longer than usual and to hold onto it a little bit longer so you let the guy work and win to get open. 
Understanding that in zone coverage, we have to be precise and be on time and accurate in zone coverage; 
understanding that I already know those things, but to play at a tempo where if it’s man coverage and the 
receiver gets a little bit to let him win and not just move off of it because he got missed off his route a little bit. 
Just getting that is a little bit like what happened on third-and-two with [TE] Logan [Thomas] and his jam. It 
was undercut a little bit, but I just got off of it instead of just trusting the Y and giving him a chance to throw 
outside, high outside, and getting a chance to get a first down. I just tried to move onto the next progression 
instead of giving him a chance to work. So, something like that where man coverage you’ve got to let your guy 
win.”  
 
On if he feels comfortable in the tempo game: 
“I feel comfortable with whatever we’re doing. But I think when you’re in a game where you’re trying to get 
the ball going and moving down the field and trying to create some momentum, sometimes you need to be able 
to go to that stuff. I feel very comfortable in a tempo, no huddle offense. Sometimes you get caught up in 
huddling and calling plays and guys fall to the line of scrimmage and their presence isn’t the same or guys are 
trying to figure out: ‘Where am I going?’ on a longer play call. No huddle you just get the guys on the ball and 
it’s a right or left call as far as where the formation is and then it’s three or four words you say as far as the 
protection play. The case or scenario may be where the guys aren’t thinking as much. I feel like when you have 
a whole bunch of young guys trying to master an offense, you try to make it as simple as possible where guys 
aren’t taking too long to process or think. When you think too much you play slower. I feel like I’ve gotten to 
an understanding now where I’m playing faster and trying to get the guys to play the same speed I’m playing 
at.” 
 
On working on improving over winning: 
“It’s kind of hard. When playing quarterback, you want the end result. You want the win. You want to find a 
way to help the guys look as best as they possibly can. Of course, it’s easier for coaches to say that, but when 
you’re out there playing you want to be at your best. I’ve kind of taken a leadership role there where it comes to 
newer guys or younger guys that are rotating in the offense to spend time with them in the huddle before the 
play in practice like: ‘Hey you’ve got this.’ Or, ‘Hey remember you have this.’ Or getting a younger receiver 
like [WR Antonio] Gandy-Golden up to speed or trying to figure out ways to get guys to think faster. If it’s F-Y 
motion and I need you to start here and move to the left side of the formation, I don’t need you to think about it. 
I just need you to line up and go because I need those three seconds to be able to analyze the defense to see 
where the blitz is coming from. So, the biggest thing is just getting guys to come to a full understanding of what 
we’re doing and how we’re doing it and what we want to do effectively. Do it play in and play out and not have 
one guy or myself not be on the same page as everybody else on a play or throughout the series, which can stall 
our drives and cause us to not score as much as we want to.” 
 
On working with younger players: 
“It’s kind of just like an excuse, really. We had all offseason to work and find ways to get with each other and 
get better. I felt like we’ve done that, especially with [WR] Terry [McLaurin] and [WR] Steven [Sims Jr.]. It 
really comes down to who wants it more than the guy in front of him? That’s what we’re trying to figure out 
right now. Who’s a dog and who’s not? Really the biggest thing is in times we need to make a play, we know 
what Terry can do. We’re trying to get those other guys to step up. I want to step up as well and be better for 
myself and for my teammates so we can be more effective and score earlier and win more games.” 
 
On the indictment of a police officer in the Breonna Taylor case: 



“It’s really disgusting to think about because of how fragile human life is and the importance of your last breath. 
I feel like with situations like this, we can’t be too sensitive to it because you have to understand the importance 
of life. Imagine if it was your life or your sister’s life or your brother’s life or your mother’s life or anybody that 
you’re close to, to be sensitive toward it and think: ‘Oh, what happened, happened,’ and move on. That’s not 
fair. If it was my sister or my dad or—if I have kids one day—my kids, to be frank I’d be pissed off. Very 
pissed off. That should be handled and taken care of in a timely and orderly fashion, not when it’s good for 
somebody else. The biggest thing with that scenario and that case is to understand that life isn’t fair. We have to 
understand that and that you’re not always going to get the things that you want. It’s really disappointing 
because justice should be served for her death, Breonna Taylor. Just this movement in general, this Black Lives 
Matter, and understanding the neglect of not just only black people but colored people in general and the 
injustices and police brutality and the systematic racism and everything of that nature. It’s bigger than just 
sports or politics or the color of your skin. It’s about how you treat people. I understand that and I understand 
how important it is because I’ve always been taught from my mom and dad you treat people how you want to 
be treated. If I treat people how they’ve been treated, then no one would respect that and I wouldn’t be where I 
am today. So, that’s just the nature of the beast and knowing that we have to do better as a country and as 
people.” 
 
On addressing the team regarding the indictment: 
“It’s fairly fresh. I usually like to give myself 24 hours to just reflect and think about things. I don’t like to react 
in emotion. I like to process things and think about things in deep thought and be able to come out with a better 
understanding after. I’m going to go home and reflect after watching film of course and getting ready for 
Cleveland and reach out to some of the veterans and ask them what they think, ask Coach Rivera what he thinks 
and figure out what we’re going to do. We’re not necessarily going to do a stunt or do a performance or 
anything like that. People are dying every day and it’s very important for us, but we want to come to an actual 
change. We want to figure out ways to resonate with people in the community and people who are looking at us 
and want our opinion and perspective. We want to actually have something that’s worth something, not just 
doing it because it’s easy to do.” 
 
On finding points of attack in the Cleveland defense: 
“I played with [CB] Denzel [Ward] in college and kind of have an understanding of how he wants to play with 
this new defense coming from Seattle and the [Seahawks Head Coach Pete] Carroll influence on this defense. 
So, you kind of want to be able to be defensive. They don’t blitz too much, so that’s a bright spot. But, you do 
have [DE] Myles Garrett and that guy’s top-2 in the league for quarterback pressures and he’s fed every play. 
So, try to find ways to neutralize him and the nose guard Larry [Ogunjobi] and [DT] Sheldon Richardson and I 
think [DE Olivier] Vernon is coming back from injury. So, the D-line is very active. [LB] Mack Wilson’s 
coming back from injury, so you have some good players. The good thing is some of the guys played them last 
year in the preseason game, so kind of played in that atmosphere in Cleveland before. The biggest thing is just 
trusting that at the end of the day everybody has players. Everybody has good defensive players and they’re 
going to find a way to get after you and expose weaknesses in your game. We have to be ready to go in there 
and communicate and make sure we’re effective and execute the game plan the best we can. We’re going to 
their house and no one’s expecting us to win probably. That’s good, we want it that way. The biggest thing is 
going in there, trusting what Coach Turner calls, trusting in the guys up front to protect and trusting in the 
receivers to get open and trusting in myself that I’m going to make the play happen and find the first down and 
find the checkdown and not necessarily push or try to make something happen out of nothing. Just play the 
game, play the game, and hopefully that leads to a win.” 
 
On if wishes he could protest for Breonna Taylor: 
“Yeah, I’d love to be a fly on the wall for that protest in Louisville. I wish I could be there in that atmosphere 
and here the outcries of the people. But, my job is here first. I need to make sure that I’m locked in for this 



week. My prayers are out to the Taylor family and out to the people of that community. I do the best I can to be 
as involved as I can as far as an outside view. But, we’re going to do the best we can as the Washington 
Football Team to bring change throughout the country. It’s tough because you don’t want anybody to die. You 
don’t want anybody to be killed of that matter. To be killed and to not have any justice to be served is extremely 
disappointing because I know a lot of people who have been wrongly accused and served jail time or have been 
murdered because of things like this. I can’t be insensitive toward it because I have family and friends who have 
been through things like this before. I’ve been through things like this before. So, it’s tough. It’s just hard to 
deal with.” 
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