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Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 
On what sticks out from the Arizona loss: 
“What sticks out is the slow start. We didn’t do a good job this game—or the first game—of starting the way 
that we want to. Moving the ball, obviously scoring points. There’s a multitude of factors that go into that. 
There’s some things that we could potentially do differently. Also, there were a lot of situations—I heard [Head 
Coach Ron Rivera] talk about it—where we got 10 guys doing the right thing and we have a breakdown at one 
point or another. I think just overall we’ve just got to get better. We have to get better as an offense. There’s no 
excuses about that. We’ve had plenty of practice time. We just have to perform better when it comes to 
Sundays.” 
 
On how they can start faster: 
“We look at everything. We want to get the ball to [WR] Terry [McLaurin]. We have plays where he’s 
considered the number one option and there’s progressions. The pass game isn’t like the run game where you 
choose who to give it to. You have options. The defense, they have coaches and they know that too. We try to 
find ways to get him the ball. He’s eighth in the league in receiving, so he’s getting the ball. Then everyone 
talks about tempo, we look at that as well. We do tempo where that’s another thing we were eighth in the league 
in first half pace. So, we’re running a play about every 24 seconds. The difference between eighth and second I 
think is about one second. We look to explore all options. Anything we can do to be successful. I think it comes 
down to just making plays or me putting guys into the right situation. It’s never just one thing.” 
 
On WR Antonio Gandy-Golden’s progression: 
“It was good to get him in the game. I know he played I think only six plays, but you know when you’re a 
young player it’s not the easiest thing. These guys, they’re human. They’ve got the transition of going from a 
school like Liberty and working in training camp, missing time and then coming to play. I think kind of like 
where you saw the progression with [RB] Antonio Gibson, he played against the Eagles and then he played a 
little more the next game. We’d like to kind of build that up as we go. What we don’t want to do is we don’t 
want to throw anyone in there too early and have them where it’s a negative deal and that could affect the long 
term. We want these guys to be players for us for a long time and we’re going to go about it the right way.” 
 
On when RB Bryce Love will be active: 
“I’m not quite sure on that. Bryce is doing a great job for us in practice. Obviously, there are roster limitations. I 
felt like our backs on Sunday played well. It was good to see them have a step forward. I felt like rushing the 
ball wasn’t really the issue. I thought we ran the ball pretty well. Bryce is going to have an impact as the year 
goes on. It’s just kind of a matter of when.” 
 
On getting the backs involved in the pass game: 
“I think you’re always looking to find that. There’s a lot of really good defensive pass rushers in this league and 
we don’t want to leave them singled on anyone. So, at times you’re going to have people help. We had tight 
ends, receivers and backs all help. The backs, we’d like them to be more in the passing game. These last couple 
weeks the teams are playing a lot of man coverage. So, you get guys where—as far as you’re saying screens—



that can be a hindrance at times. It’s just kind of the way it goes. But you’re right, absolutely we’re trying to 
help the offensive line just so the quarterback isn’t affected.” 
 
On taking things off QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.’s plate: 
“That’s another one, there’s always a balance. You want to do enough where you put enough pressure on the 
defense, but you don’t want to do too much where you’re confusing your own players. That’s always something 
that we work back and forth. We just want to have open communication with Dwayne so he can always tell us: 
‘This is what I’m not seeing clearly or this is what I am, whatever it may be.’ There’s definitely a balance. If 
you’re too simple, then that can be an issue as well.” 
 
On working with offensive line coach John Matsko: 
“Coach Matsko’s the best. I’ve been with him—I worked with him for two years in Carolina back in ’11 and 
’12 and then the last two years so this is our fifth year working together. He does a great job with our run game. 
Just kind of the preliminary run game he kind of takes a look at it before I do. I’m kind of looking at the pass 
game stuff. Then we work together just kind of figuring out what exactly—kind of blending the two aspects 
together. He does a great job with our protections and everything like that. Overall, he’s a great coach and a 
great offensive line coach as well.” 
 
On leaning on Matsko’s experience: 
“Coach Matsko as well as our other coaches. We’ve got a lot of coaches that have coached a long time in this 
league. So, we really do this together. It’s a collaborative effort. I’m obviously the one calling the plays on 
Sundays, but, I lean on all those guys just with their specific position groups and what they see. Everyone kind 
of has their own area as far as with what they focus on. Obviously, I bring it all together once we get ready for 
the games.” 
 
On the steps RBs Antonio Gibson and J.D. McKissic took this week: 
“The production is the easy one to see. With Antonio—J.D. didn’t get quite as many opportunities in the first 
game so it was really more [RB] Peyton [Barber] and Antonio just the way that game played out. J.D., that was 
what I expected from him and I thought he did a really nice job as far as his vision and just hitting the hole. 
Antonio, I think he’s one game more comfortable. You can see him be more decisive with his cuts. He made a 
guy miss and he got up field whereas in the first game he made a guy miss and then looked for the next guy to 
make him miss instead of just picking up that three, four yards. Again, you go and you play in the NFL for the 
first time, there’s going to be a little bit of a transition. I think that the first game was perfect for him playing 
those 15 plays and then I think he was able to play something like 40 on Sunday. You saw him just get more 
comfortable. Hopefully this next week will be even another step as he gets comfortable playing.” 
 
On how close the running back group is to where they need to be: 
“It’s hard to say. Kind of what I was saying, each week, each defense presents a different set of challenges. 
There are going to be certain things that we like to do against certain teams that we won’t against others. So, 
their roles might be slightly different each week. Just like with Antonio, number one in particular, you just want 
to see him play like he’s just out there playing ball instead of just overthinking it or being too reactionary 
because he’s thinking: ‘Hey, I’m out here playing in the NFL.’ I think that’s what you’re seeing from him and I 
think that’s what happens a lot of the time with these young guys.” 
 
On getting Haskins Jr. into a rhythm: 
“I think a lot of times guys get rushed. Dwayne is more than capable. If his feet are set and his body is aligned 
correctly, he can make any throw that there is. I think what happens is a guy will see something and their mind 
will work faster than their body and they just try to throw it out there with all arm, and that affects your 
accuracy. They think it will take too much time to get your feet set then deliver the ball, but it ends up hindering 



it. He just has to move his feet and deliver the throw and he won’t have an issue with that. I think Coach Rivera 
alluded to some of that as far as him being a little rushed at times with some of those players. We want him to 
play fast, but not rushed and in a hurry.” 
 
On encouraging Haskins Jr. long term: 
“I think that Dwayne’s going to continue to be an improving player for us. When I say any throw, you see him 
in games but also in practice. It’s not just a physical thing. It’s not like he’s got some physical deal where he 
can’t throw some sort of ball. I think, like I said, just going into this year Dwayne was really encouraging with 
everything he did in camp. I think he comes in and says it, too. He’s got to improve just like the rest of us, just 
like the rest of our entire offensive unit. We’ve just got to keep working to do that.” 
 
On the lack of chunk plays: 
“Yeah, you’ve got to make explosive plays. The good offenses in the league, that’s what they do. It’s hard to 
move the ball systematically up the field. There’s a lot that goes wrong. We do have to try to find a way to 
create chunk plays. In my experience, that happens within the basis of the offense. It’s not something you try to 
force. It just kind of happens naturally by the progression of the offense. There’s a lot that goes into it, though. 
It’s not like everyone says with playmakers. But, the protection is a part of it as well. The quarterback sees 
things and gets the ball off on time. It all works together, that’s the thing about offensive football. That’s 
something that we take a look at every week as far as: ‘Hey, how are we going to get the ball to push down the 
field.’ We had an opportunity later in the game with Terry and the ball was a little outside and Terry probably 
could’ve made the play and didn’t. There needs to be more of that for sure.” 
 
On where he sees growth from McLaurin: 
“Terry’s an inside-outside player. He can move around. So, we’ll continue to do that. We’ll continue to put him 
inside in the slot and also outside. He’s effective at both spots, and I think by moving him around a little bit it’s 
easy to give him some different looks and give the defense different looks. That’s one of his strengths is the 
versatility in that sense.” 
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