
 
 

WASHINGTON HEAD COACH RON RIVERA  
 

On the decision to play QB Taylor Heinicke in the fourth quarter: 

“Remember, last week we came out at halftime and put ourselves in a position to score. That’s why I did 

what I did. We didn’t get anything going, so I decided to make the change. That’s why we made the change.” 

 

On if he considered making a change at quarterback before the fourth quarter: 

“I did but as I was thinking about it, the one thing I thought was as we came out last week, we were able to 

move the ball and put points on the board. I was hoping for the same thing. The only thing that was 

unfortunate was they came out with a seven-and-a-half-minute drive to open up the third quarter until we got 

the takeaway.” 

 

On Heinicke’s performance: 

“I thought it was gutsy. I thought he took advantage of what they were doing in terms of playing soft and 

allowing him to take the underneath, allowing him to hit certain throws. I thought his decision to take off and 

run was outstanding. I thought he had great vision. He went through his progressions and read the defense 

well and gave us a chance, which is all you can ask.” 

 

On the starting quarterback if QB Alex Smith cannot play: 

“We’ll have to see. We’ll have to see how Alex is doing and we’ll go from there.” 

 

On the team’s performance overall: 

“Well, I was disappointed obviously. You can’t turn the ball over on special teams. You can’t give up a big, 

long run. You just can’t do that. Offensively, again, I think when you have an opportunity to put points on 

the board, you’ve got to put points on the board.” 

 

On if he considered any other quarterbacks to be the starter today: 

“Well, I thought the way he ended up the game last week, he was going to have the opportunity to see what 

was going to happen.” 

 

On if any mistakes from QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. bothered him more than others: 

“It was honestly probably the sum of the parts. There were some opportunities that he had missed. To give us 

a chance, I wanted to see what Taylor could do. Again, we’re still in this, obviously. Next week is very 

important. We’ll see what happens.” 

 

On how distractions this week impacted the game: 

“I don’t think it had an impact on the game as far as that is concerned. As far as Dwayne, you’ll have to ask 

him that question.” 

 

On how close Smith was to being able to play today: 

“Friday, he had a good day. He looked pretty good. But unfortunately, Saturday morning he wasn’t feeling it. 

Unfortunately, it didn’t work out.” 

 

On if defensive players were getting upset on the sideline: 

“I couldn’t tell you that. Again, I made the decision I made because I wanted to see if he could come out in 

the third quarter and come out with the energy he came out with last week. Then, after the missed 



opportunities at the beginning of the fourth quarter, I thought it was an opportunity to put in Taylor and see 

what he could do.” 

 

On going for a field goal instead of a touchdown in the third quarter: 

“No matter how you looked at it, it was a three-score game. If we went for it and didn’t get it, it was still a 

three-score game. But if we kicked the field goal, because of the numbers, it makes it 6-20 and now it’s only 

a two-score game. So, again, that was the logic behind that.” 

 

On if he spoke to Haskins Jr. postgame: 

“No. I haven’t had a chance to because I came here to talk to you guys.” 

 

On if they got away from the run too quickly: 

“Not necessarily, because before I knew it, it was 13-nothing then 20-nothing. So to answer that question, 

no. I thought we abandoned it when we needed to. I thought we were running the ball well, and we had a 

great opportunity to throw the ball. Unfortunately, when we threw the ball, we had it knocked out of his hand 

and then it just kind of turned on us after that.” 

 

On his message to the team after today’s game: 

“Well, we still control our destiny. That’s the truth of the matter. Again, we still have one more game to play. 

It’s a very important game. We’d like to focus on that game and, again, what’s important and not interesting 

as we go forward.” 

 

On the most disappointing part about today’s game: 

“Well, we played against a very scrappy football team that’s similar to us. They’re very young. There are a 

lot of young players out there that are making things happen. We made some mistakes that cost us. We 

turned the ball over in some tough situations and we allowed a couple of big plays defensively that hurt us as 

well. That’s what was frustrating that we didn’t play championship-caliber football, to be honest with you.” 

 

On the play that was blown dead instead of called a fumble: 

“The forward progress had stopped.” 

 

On his thoughts on the call that was blown dead: 

“I disagreed. But it doesn’t matter what my thought is because I’m not the one controlling the whistle.” 

 

On what he wants to see from Haskins Jr. this week: 

“Just improvement.” 

 

Washington QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.  
 

On what was not working today: 

“We just weren’t clicking is what it was. I wish I could go back and change some things, but it’s over with 

now.” 

 

On his conversation with the coaches after being taken out of the game: 

“I didn’t talk to [Head Coach] Ron [Rivera] or [offensive coordinator] Scott [Turner]. I talked to 

[quarterbacks] Coach Ken Zampese. He told me in the fourth quarter that they’d be playing [QB] Taylor 

[Heinicke]. He played well, and I’m happy for him.” 

 

On the challenging week: 

“It was definitely the hardest week of my life. I’m just going to bounce back and move forward, pray and get 

my life together.” 

 



On how the distractions this week impacted his performance: 

“I did my best to block out the noise. I didn’t feel any of that before or during the game. It is what it is.” 

 

On what he saw on his two interceptions: 

“The first interception, I tried to get it over the linebacker. He did a great job sinking underneath instead of 

checking the ball down and getting the interception. We were in a situation at halftime, and I was getting too 

risky with the ball. I just checked it down some to get us up the field.” 

 

On where he stands as a quarterback for Washington: 

“That’s not a question for me really to answer. I’m here. I’m excited to be here. I’m looking forward to next 

week and trying to seal this division.” 

 

On the disappointing performance: 

“Very disappointing. We fell short. We deserved better. I should’ve played better. We’ve just got to come 

together. I want to go forward from last week. I apologized and want to move forward working and being 

accountable and doing all I can as a teammate to help this team win.” 

 

On his mindset: 

“I’ve got a lot on my mind. I can’t really pick the words how I feel right now.” 

 

On plays he wishes he could get back: 

“Fourth down. A couple other plays, but that fourth down I was trying to do all I can to make that happen, 

and I fell short.” 

 

On his conversation with Coach Rivera after the game: 

“I haven’t talked to him about it.” 

 

On what DE Chase Young said to him after the game: 

“‘Keep your head up, and I’ve got your back.’” 

 

On his emotions: 

“You sign up for this job. It is what it is. Sometimes being human isn’t enough. Own up to your 

responsibilities and your mistakes and be a better person moving forward. Put your best foot forward and 

pray for opportunities when you have them. Seize them and make the most of it. You never know when 

you’ll get another one.” 

 

On his emotions before the game: 

“I was confident. I was excited. I wanted to win.” 

 

Washington QB Taylor Heinicke  

 
On his performance today:  

“I was just trying to move the ball, put some points on the board. We had some opportunities today and 

whether it was taking a sack or a fumble, something like that, we kept going backward. I stressed to the guys 

when I got in the huddle, let's go down and be clean and score some points, and I thought we did a pretty 

good job.”  

 

On what these past few months have been like:  

“It’s pretty bizarre, actually. I was taking classes online at ODU [Old Dominion University], and I was 

getting ready for finals. Then I got the call to come up here for quarantine quarterback and a week goes by 



for that. Then I get elevated and now I'm here playing in the fourth quarter and trying to get in the playoffs. 

So it's been a bizarre month or two, but I wouldn’t ask for anything different.” 

 

On coming into the game:  

“I'm always ready to go. I prepare every week like I'm starting and that goes for the whole quarterback room. 

We are always ready to play. I didn't know if I was gonna play today, but once the fourth quarter started, 

[Offensive Coordinator] Scott [Turner] told me I was going in and we went from there. Again, I think we did 

a pretty good job. We will look at the film and there are probably some things to improve.”  

 

On how he felt playing today:  

“It felt great, I've been training ever since COVID hit. I was with the XFL in St. Louis and we were having a 

good year. Then COVID happened and I was back home training ever since. I was prepared for this moment, 

and I am fortunate that it happened.”  

 

On his familiarity with Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner: 

“It's huge. When I got here, I didn't really have to learn a new offense. It was an offense I was already 

familiar with. For 3-4 years and I was with Scott in Minnesota and Carolina, so it's not like I had to come in 

and learn a new playbook. I was able to come in where I left off. That's always easy and always helpful, not 

having to learn a new playbook. And then just jumping in with the guys on trying to get the timing down, 

that was probably the biggest hurdle.”  

 

On if something happened this week that helped him jump ahead in the quarterback hierarchy:  

“I don't know, I'm not going to comment on that. It was one of their decisions and we kind of went from 

there.”  

 

On if he took his finals:  

“I took two of them [and] got A's and B's on two of them. The other two I'll take after the season. So we'll 

see from there. I'm not really looking forward to those.” 

 

Washington DE Chase Young 
 

On moving on from today’s lost and going into next week’s game:  

“I just felt like we have to go back to the drawing board to see what we did wrong. Make corrections and just 

taking accountability for what we put on the field today and refocusing and locking back in and get ready for 

the Eagles.”  

 

On struggles in the first half:  

“I feel as a defense we have to start faster earlier. We can't wait until the second half to start fast, and that's 

something we just know. It's something that we've been working on and we just got to get better at it.” 

 

On the key to starting faster:  

“You have to be locked in early and know your assignments [and] got to go fast. Just like when we come out 

in the second half and you already warm in the game, you are feeling good, but you got to do that the first 

play of the game. I feel like that’s the only way.” 

 

On if he had a chance to talk to QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.:  

“I hollered at him but it was during the game so I couldn’t really. I didn’t really know when it happened, but 

I hollered at him and the only thing I said was keep supporting your teammates.” 

 

On frustrations during today’s game:  

“You know, today we just didn't play complimentary football. We can't do that, you know, we have to be a 

team and help each other out and today we just didn't.” 



 

On Haskins Jr. throughout this season:  

“You know I feel like a lot of that is definitely between me and Dwayne, but just know that I'm always going 

to support Dwayne. Everybody makes mistakes. You mess up in life but that doesn’t mean stop. I'm going to 

be supportive and that's my bro so I'm behind him.” 

 

Washington S Kamren Curl 
 

On how to rebound from this game:  

“We just have to get back, get back on the drawing board and get back to work. We got to put this one 

behind us. It hurt, but we got to put it behind us and move forward.” 

 

On the play early in the second half where he looked injured: 

“Oh, I'm good. It was just something that happened after the play. I fell and hit my head a little bit, I’m 

straight though.” 

 

On Carolina Panthers QB Teddy Bridgewater: 

“I mean they just making plays, you know, they get paid to. So, some guys gonna make plays, but we just 

got to make more plays.” 

 

On struggling early in games: 

“I mean yeah, it's not good. We’re trying to get past that. We’re just going to keep working to come out fast, 

so we don't have to come back from behind.” 

 

On being one game away from winning the NFC East and what his reaction would’ve been if they told 

him that at the beginning of the season: 

“Oh yeah, I probably would have believed it because I believe in his team, you know what I'm saying. We 

just got to get ready for the Eagles and go and get a spot in the playoff.” 

 

Washington WR Cam Sims 
 

On what changed with QB Taylor Heinicke came in: 

“We did pretty much went up tempo for the last couple minutes game of the game. He just caught the 

defense off guard when he came in.” 

 

On the first half:  

“Really the defense came out in something we weren't really used to. That's pretty much it.” 

 

On how the team handled the news with QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. this week:  

“We handled it well. He apologized, and we just were moving forward from that day on. We all put it behind 

us, and we just really just worked for the rest of the week.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke: 

“I think he did pretty good. He came in like midway through the fourth quarter did a great job moving the 

ball, hitting receivers with his feet.” 

 

On how the team regroups after a tough loss:  

“We just move forward. We just got to take every opportunity and make it. Take every opportunity and keep 

it.” 

 

On if he’s had an opportunity to talk to QB Taylor Heinicke: 



“We had a quick conversation when he first came in. He's a QB so you got to talk to the QB and be friends.” 

 

 

 


