
WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM HEAD COACH RON RIVERA POST-GAME QUOTE SHEET (VIA ZOOM) 
On DE Chase Young’s roughing the passer penalty: “Hit him too hard, I guess. They hit our guy and 
knocked him to the ground. We didn’t get a penalty. So, you know, just a little inconsistent.” 

On if that’s a teachable moment for DE Chase Young: “It is, because the quarterbacks are treated extra 
special, so we have to be aware of that.” 
 
On what changed offensively in the second half: “I just think we made plays. It’s one of those things 
that we didn’t make plays in the first half. We got down to the red zone twice and went backwards 
twice. We get down to the red zone and we missed a kick. At the end of the day, when you get down to 
the red zone, you have to put points on the board, and we didn’t and twice we went backwards. So 
that’s frustrating. It’s a matter of making plays. Making plays is as simple as making a block. It’s as simple 
as catching a ball. It’s as simple as making a run, making a read. I always tell you guys – we have to look 
at what we called. Are we putting our guys in position to get them a chance to win football games. 
That’s the most important thing. We’ll look at that, and we’ll figure out the direction we’re heading.” 
 
On QB Alex Smith’s performance: “I thought he played a heck of a football game. I think he’s getting 
more and more comfortable back there, decision-making is getting quicker. He’s seeing some of the 
really good decisions, some excellent throws, put the ball where he needed to. It was good to see. It 
really was. Going forward – he’s really just getting stronger and stronger.” 
 
On QB Alex Smith’s ability to deliver: “That’s who he is. I thought the protection for the most part was 
pretty good, especially in the second half. We did some nice things. I think once our guys settled in, we 
were able to protect him and give him time to find the guys downfield. Those guys made a lot of plays.” 
 
On how well he thought the team played: “I thought we played well enough to win. It’s just 
unfortunate it didn’t work out that way. We left – like I told the guys – we left nine points out on the 
field, and we gave them three. So, sometimes I tell the guys, ‘You can’t play against two teams on 
Sunday. Them and us.’ Sometimes we do ourselves in by some of the mistakes we make.” 
 
On the defensive approach to Detroit’s final series: “Well we wanted to keep them in front of us – 
make the tackle, make them use their timeouts. We knew they were going to systematically try to just 
move the ball forward. So we were trying to wear the clock down, and unfortunately the 15-yard 
penalty was a huge mistake on our part.” 
 
On if he has reflected on QB Alex Smith’s comeback: “Every day, I think about the things that he’s done 
and where he is today. I mean, it’s a heck of a story, but to be honest with you, the thing I’m really 
pleased with (is) the way he’s played. When you get that kind of play from the quarterback, it shows the 
development of the other guys around him. Look at what we’ve seen from Cam Sims, look at what we’re 
seeing from Isaiah Wright, Antonio Gibson. When good things are happening like that, you’re developing 
players. That’s the other thing that we have to work on as we go forward is making sure our guys are 
developing and giving us a chance to compete out there.” 
 
On when playing well enough to win equals winning the game: “That’s exactly it and that’s what I told 
to the guys. I said to the guys, ‘Hey, we’re learning to win. The thing we have to learn is to finish now.’ 
That’s probably the biggest thing we have right now, is we’ve been in position the last three or four 
games we played. It’s just a matter of finishing off. It’s exciting. That’s one thing – our guys aren’t 



quitting and that’s one thing I appreciate. The guys continue to compete, and I think that’s important, is 
they compete, and they give themselves a chance.” 
 
On what to say to DE Chase Young after his penalty: “You just tell him, ‘Hey, you have to be aware, just 
understand that that’s the quarterback.’ What they might have gotten away with in college, 
unfortunately, they’re going to treat these guys a little bit more carefully. It’s one of those things; it’s 
unfortunate. He’ll learn from it. It’s tough.” 
 
On if there’s a calm QB Alex Smith brings when the team is in a deficit: “Yes, and there’s a certain 
confidence, too, that you can see the other guys, and you can hear the other guys talk about their 
confidence in him as he moves the ball and moves the team.” 
 
On an injury update for S Deshazor Everett and T Cornelius Lucas: “Couldn’t tell you. I haven’t talked to 
(Head Athletic Trainer) Ryan Vermillion yet. I do know we sent Deshazor in for X-rays, that’s the only 
thing I can tell you. I think they both had ankles, but I’m only guessing, so don’t quote me on that.” 
 
On moving T Morgan Moses to the left side when T Cornelius Lucas went down: “We feel that David 
(Sharpe) is a pretty good right tackle, probably a better right than he is left. We felt Morgan is a little bit 
better guy at left. But we moved them both around, both sides.” 
 
On what changed defensively to contain Lions RB D’Andre Swift and the defensive struggles: “The 
biggest thing is being where you’re supposed to be and doing your job more than anything else. We 
played inconsistent more than we did anything else. That’s probably the biggest disappointment – is to 
help ourselves on defense, we have to play consistent football. We don’t necessarily get it consistently, 
obviously, and that’s just part of the struggle.” 
 
On what he ascribes QB Alex Smith’s recent success to: “I think first of all, we have some pretty good 
young players that are learning to play. Terry (McLaurin) to begin with, then you go right down the line 
with Cam Sims and Isaiah Wright and Steven Sims (Jr.). I mean, we have a lot of young guys out there 
that have potential to be explosive guys. I think the best thing happening right now is they’re playing a 
lot of football. Then you throw in the tight end, what we’re getting from Logan (Thomas), then what 
we’re getting from the two backs – it’s a pretty good group. It’s a young group. Again, you guys have 
heard me talk about this, and the only way young players get better obviously is get their chances out 
on the field to learn and grow. Alex has done a good job distributing the ball. One of the things I always 
try to look at is the ball distribution. You hate to see it go to one guy all the time, but when you open up 
the thing and you see how many targets he’s thrown. I think in this game, there’s probably eight or nine 
different targets he threw to, I think? Talks about the guy spreading the ball – so you have to be on your 
game when you’re out there with Alex. That’s one of the really cool things about this, is a good young 
group of guys, and you have a guy that’s distributing it to them.” 
 
WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM QB ALEX SMITH POST-GAME QUOTE SHEET (VIA ZOOM) 
On what they did to get rolling in the second half: “I mean, to be honest, it wasn’t a ton different. I 
mean obviously a little more pass heavy in the second half being down and then we used tempo a little 
more intermixed. I think it helped. I really felt like, in the first half though, we had a good mix as well and 
a ton of production. Way too much production certainly to go in with only three points. We weren’t 
doing anything crazy different in the pass game in the second half. Like I said, there was a little more 
tempo mixed in. But I think we just obviously did a better job in the red zone, and obviously finished off 
some of the drives.” 



On the first half frustration and not being able to convert productive drives into points: “I mean, I 
couldn’t believe, honestly I was stunned before half that we had three points. Looking up that we had 
three points. Then you start to think about it, we marched the opening drive down. We’re rolling, 
obviously we called the end around and it takes a loss, and then on third down I take a huge sack. All of 
a sudden, we’re out of field goal range, which is crazy to think about from where we were. It’s how fast 
it goes and two big plays. And then put a drive together and missed a field goal and then same thing 
there at the half. We’re rolling, going down to get points, and obviously with the turnover, the fumble. 
So I felt like there were nine points there, easily, that we really didn’t walk away with. So it was hard to 
swallow, that we only had three on the board. We were down by so much, it didn’t feel like it was that 
lopsided. You look up, and we were dominating the time of possession. And really got a lot of 
production as far as moving the ball and the chains. So that was discouraging and frustrating, certainly, 
as we walked in for halftime, but I thought we did a great job, obviously making some adjustments. We 
did a great job with some of those adjustments in the second half and certainly us capitalizing and 
finishing off those drives.”  
 
On his comfort growing with increased playing time: “Yeah, obviously, this was another step. I got 
extended time last week, coming off the bench and then another step here this week, starting and 
taking all the reps. Going out there, yeah it felt good. I felt like I saw it well, it didn’t feel like I was 
hindered at all. I felt like I moved around well when I needed to, so certainly from that respect, it felt 
good out there. Like I said, I felt like I saw it well, yeah.” 
 
On if he has any leg pain after playing a full game on it: “No, I feel good. Not at all. I think if anything, 
certainly wear and tear of stacking days and days and days. And that’s really the rest of my body 
included in that, not just my leg. But nothing out there during the game, I felt great, still feel great. So 
that’s a good sign.” 
 
On if he feels back to normal now: “Yeah, I think that was the scary part is how normal it felt. I think 
that is the scary thing. It felt really good, it felt really normal. I think I’ve got to pinch myself, how lucky I 
am to feel that way. I am lucky that it has progressed this far, and that I am where I am. Certainly a lot of 
people with similar injuries aren’t as lucky.” 
 
On giving teammates confidence in the huddle that they can move the ball into field goal range at 
least on their final offensive series: “Yeah, I just think where we were in the game, the situation. A lot 
of those, some of those incompletions are better than completions at that point, especially if they were 
going to be short or in bounds. Just kind of continuing to compete, each play compete. They really came 
up to challenge us there as we were moving the ball, a lot of aggressive man. We got some calls there, 
finally with some defensive holds. [It’s] kind of the nature of the two-minute is that there were going to 
be some incompletions, a bunch of third and fourth downs. You don’t love that all the time, but luckily 
we were able to convert on most of them.” 
 
On playing with a young group of talent: “I think that’s the best part of being back, you know certainly 
the guys in the locker room but the guys in that huddle. There is so much youth and energy and 
personality, and it is fun to see those guys go out there and make plays with them, see those guys make 
plays. As an old guy, it’s contagious. I love it. To have that feeling and be around that kind of energy.” 
 
On helping and developing the younger players: “I think really just open communication. There’s not 
any one thing. I think it’s communicating all the time, and really that needs to be a two-way dialogue as 
we all grow in this offense. That dialogue, those guys, we’re all on the same page. Those guys are seeing 



the same things that I am seeing, certainly what the quarterback is seeing, you do have the dialogue to 
take that offense to the next level.” 
 
On treating rookie mistakes based on his experience being treated as a rookie: “I mean, I think the 
biggest thing is you want it to be constructive. We are all professional, we all know when we screw up. 
We know more than anybody and certainly I think as competitive as we are, it eats at us a lot. I think 
anytime there is criticism, because we do make mistakes, you want it to be constructive. You want it to 
be something that you can grow from. No reason to just point out the obvious. We all know when we do 
something wrong. Yeah, as long as it’s constructive, and a little more about why, how can we do 
something different in the future, things like that.” 
 
On what he attributes his success in the last two games to especially considering the time off: “I mean, 
as a quarterback, you are a product of the guys around you. And certainly, we talked about all of the 
young talent in the huddle with me, certainly the guys up front battled today to drop back and throw it 
that many times, for those guys to fight the way they did. For Morgan (Moses) to move over, mid-drive, 
it says a lot about those guys and their talent. And then certainly the guys on the outside, continuing to 
make plays. So it’s the deal, obviously quarterbacks are very much the product of the guys in the huddle 
with you and certainly lucky to have a lot of guys out there that are working.” 
 
On reuniting with former teammate and Lions RB Adrian Peterson today after the game: “Obviously, 
Adrian and I are very close. It was amazing, I got to see him before the game too and really kind of 
talking with him then. Obviously, there is a bond. That’s what is so special about this game, and when 
you do go through the ups and the downs that come with this game, you grow close and there’s a bond 
there that I think lasts a lifetime. And certainly, you can see guys that you haven’t seen in a while, and a 
lot of the memories and emotions come back. I don’t need to go on about Adrian’s talent and ability, 
but certainly as a person, how much I enjoy playing with him, learning with him, and just the human that 
he is. It was great to see him.” 


